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Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission 

Pennsylvania  Celebrations 

The  years  1937  and  1938  are  apt  to  become  known  as  those  of  the 
"great  celebrations"  rather  than  for  the  "great  flood"  or  the  "big 
wind."  It  is  questionable  whether  two  such  major  state-wide  historical 
celebrations  as  are  represented  by  the  Constitution  Sesqui centennial  and 
the  Swedish  Tercentenary  have  been  undertaken  before  at  the  same  time  in 
the  history  of  any  state.  ''This,  of  course,  was  not  the  result  of  inten- 
tion but  merely  because  a state  with  an  av/akening  historical  conscious- 
ness found  itself  with  "two  great  eras  of  its  history  subject  to 
commemoration  at  approximately  the  same 'time.  Both  were  so  important  as 
to  justify  extended  attention  ahd  tax  tne  best  energies  of  those  concerned 
with  their  management.  - 

Constitution  Sesqui-centennial  ... 

* , . I ' m ■ * 

A peak’  in  the  Const itution  celebration  was  reached  on  December  12 
with  the  statewide  recognition  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Pennsylvania 
ratification.  September  17  was  observed  widely  in  the  public  schools 
and  by  county  historical  societies  as  a principal  day  of  celebration. 

To  forward  the  proper  recognition  of  this  important  development  taking 
place  on  Pennsylvania  soil  150  years  ago,  the  General  Assembly  appro- 
priated" $100 , 000 . The  task  was  so  great  as  to  necessitate  the  creation 
of  a special  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee,  headed 
by  Albert  M.  Greenfield,  with  offices  and  staff  in  Philadelphia.  To 
this  Committee  was  delegated  the  task  of  organizing  for  the  commemoration 
oh  a state-wide  basis.  **  - 

Ten  thousand  dollars  of  the  fund  appropriated  was  allocated  to  the 
Harrisburg  office  of  'the  Historical  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing* on  the  task  of  bringing^the  anniversary  to  the  attention  of  the 
schools.  A most  interesting  project  was  worked  out  by  Miss  Martha  Bring, 
Secretary  to-  the  Commission,  ana  Dr.  Donald  A.  Cadzow,  Anthropologist. 
Cooperating  with  the  Museum  Extension  Project  of  the  WPA,  at  Pittsburgh, 
it  was  decided  to  provide  the  schools  with  a replica  of  Independence 
Hall.  Careful  measurements  and  photographs  to  insure  accuracy  of 
architectural  detail  were  taken  and  the  project  put  under  way  July’  16 
with  the  preparation  of  'a  wooden  model.  The  moulds-  for*  the  plaster 
casts  were  completed  August;  4 and  production  started  at  -once.  By  this 
date  well  over  two  thousand  of  these  replicas  have' been  placed  in  the 
schools  of  the  Commonwealth.  Letters  of  appreciation  from  every 
quarter  and  the  desire  of  many  individuals  to  receive  models,  indicate 
the  worthwhile  character  of  this  ambitious -pro  ject.  Incidentally,  one 
of  the  replicas' whs  presented  tb  President  FraiiKlin  D.  Roosevelt 
personally  by  Cbhirmah  Frank  'W\  Melvin  of  the" Commission.  Models  were 
also  presented  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Union  as  a personal  token  from  Governor  George  H.  Earle  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  addition  to  the  models,  a booklet  on  Independence  Hall, 
careful  floor  plans  of  the  building  and  a play  suitable  for  use  in 
the  public  schools  were  prepared  and  widely  distributed  and  utilized. 
The  practical  educational  value  of  the  project- is  obvious.  A select 
bibliography  of  books  dealing  with  the  Constitution  and  its  origins 
has  been  prepared  for  use  in  the  public  schools  from  elementary  to 
high  school  and  will  be  available -shortly  for  distribution  through 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


Swedish  Tercentenary 

Flans  for  the  Swedish  celebration  are  taking  form,  with  rapidity. 
Tew  Pennsylvanians  are  there  indeed  who  appreciate  the  fast  that  the  ■ 
beginnings 'of  the:  Commonweal th  as  to  government,  law  courts,  .schqols 
and  "organized  economic  and  ..social  life  and  institutions  were  not,  with 
William  Pehn' but.  with  the  Swedes,  Dutch,  Finns-,  and  Germans,  who.-went 
to  make  up  the  colony  of  New.  Sweden,  which  took  birth-  on  Pennsylvania 
soil  three  hundred ; years  ago..  In  November,  1637,  this  brave  band  of 
colonists  under  the  leadership  of  the < famous"  Peter  ’Minuit  lef.tr" 
Gothenburg  on  the  Kalmar.  Nyckel  and  the  Fogel  Grip.  ' -The  . date  of  their 
arrival  was  April  8,  1638,  created  a legal  holiday  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Assembly  to  be  celebrated  as  "Forefather  * s Day.*M'  The  -original  band 
of  colonists  landed  at  the  site  of  present  day  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
within  the  limits  of  the  later  colony  of -Penn.  Control  of  the  colonial 
experiment  was  in  the  hands  of  .a  private  commercial  company,  the"  $Jew 
Sweden  Company,  chartered  and.  hacked  by  the  Swedi ah - Government ..  In 
1641,  however,  the  Swedish  Crown  assumed  full  control  of  the  Colony,, 
•and  the  arrival  of  Johan  Printz  in  1643  as  the  duly  appointed  Governor 
marked  the  formal  beginnings . of  a purely  political  government.  Little 
liking  the  exposed  position  of .Fort  Christina • established  near 
Wilmington  by  the  Company,  Frintz  established  his  headquarters  at 
Tinicum,  between  present-day  Chester  and  Philadelphia  and  within -the 
limits  of-  the  present  Commonwealth.  At  this  point  he  erected  forti- 
fications and  constructed  Printz  Hall,  as  a government  building  and  : 
private  residence.  Tinicum  thereby  became  the  first  Capital  and  the 
site  of  the  first  Capitol  Building  established  within  th-e  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.  Among  the  contribution^  of  note  by  the  Swedes  to  the 
development  of  colonial  policy,  were  the  principle  of  religious  tolera- 
tion and  a' just  Indian  policy,  both  of  which  are  unjustly  attributed.  to 
William  Penn,  p - - • . • . . ; 

The  last  General  Assembly  appropriated  $40,000’  to  celebrate-., 
adequately  the  real  beginnings  of  Pennsylvania,  in  securing  the- 
appropriation,  the  able  address,  of  Senator  C.  Hale  Sipe  of  Butler, 
Pennsylvania,  ■ was  of  outstanding  significance  and  has-  been  printed: 
by  the  Historical.  Commission  as  its  first  publication  bearing  on  the 
anniversary.  Administration  of  the'  celebration  is  in  the  hands,  of-  a 
directing  committee  of  .three,  headed  by  Frank  W.  Melvin,  Chairman -of 
the  Historical  Commission.,  with  Philadelphia  headquarters*  An  "■ 
advisory  committee  of  some  of  the  most  "distinguished  citizens’  of  the 

in  directi  ng  the  ceremonies*  / • - : 
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First  major  event  in  the  year  of  activity  was'  the  visit  of 
Governor  George  H.  Earle  and  party  to  Sweden  to  present  to  the  royal 
government  two  splendid  bronze  markers,  one  in  English  and  one  in 
Swedish,  in  commemoration  of  the  departure  of  the  Swedish  colonial 
expedition  in  November,  1637.  Sometime  in  1938,  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Sweden  will  return  the  visit  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  Historical  Commission  has  sponsored  a project  for  the 
excavation  of  the  ruins  of  the  Swedish  settlement  on  Tinicum  Island 
which  has  made  outstand ing"  progress.  Under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Cadzow,  much  has  already  been  accomplished.  The  property  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  Commonwealth  to  be  known  as  Printz  Park  in  honor 
of  the  great  Swedish  Governor 'and  will  provide  ultimately  one  of  the 
outstanding  historical  sites  of  Pennsylvania.  Priceless  relics  of  the 
days  of  the  Swedish  occupation  have  been  recovered  and  for  the  most 
part  placed  in  the  Swedish -Ame r i c an  Museum. 


Friendship  Hill 

Members  Of  patriotic  and  historical  organizations  are  engaged 
in  an  active  effort  to  preserve  as  a national  shrine  the  home  of 
Albert  Gallatin,  regarded  by  many  historians  as  an  outstanding 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  American  history  _.s  well  as  dominant 
leaner  in  the  early  development  of  the  Jeffersonian  Democratic  p ,rty. 
Located  on  Route  166  near  Nev.  Geneva,  Pennsylvania,  this  historic  old 
homestead  threatened  to  become  forgotten  until  public  spirited 
citizens  organized  the  Friendship  Hill  Association  to  preserve  the 
historic  estate.  Heroic  effort  has  resulted  in  the  opening  of  the 
home  for  public  inspection  since  July.  1st  at  a hominal  admission  fee. 
The  Association  is  interested  in’ arousing  further  support,  and  deserves 
to  get  it;  Those  interested  may  receive  an  attractive  booklet  and  full 
information  by  writing  to  Mrs.  A.  M.  Sowers,  Morgantown,  West  Virginia. 
The  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies  and  numerous  other 
organizations,  both  state  and  national,  have  endorsed  the  work  of  the 
Association. 


Historical  Society  Activitie s 

It  is  impossible  to  chronicle  all  of  the  outstanding  work  being 
performed  by  the  historical  societies  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  York 
County  Society  has  been  able  to  purchase  a new  home  .at  225- East  Market 
Street,  York.  Money  was  raised  by  public  subscription  for  the  purpose, 
showing  the  public  support  which  can  be  aroused  behind  historical 
groups  when  it  is  properly  directed. 


The  Lancaster  County  Historical  Society  played  an  important 
part  in  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the  celebration  of  the  150th 
anniversary  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  and  the  meeting  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical , Associ at  ion.  The  Society  bui  ldi  ng  was . 
visited  by  numbers  of  those  attending  the  meeting.  The  Society  . 
placed  a marker  upon  the  grave  of  thomas  Mifflin  and  on  October  16 
unveiled  a bronze  tablet  at  the  main  entrance  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College  commemorating  the  part  played  by  Franhlin,  and  other  members 
of  the  original  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College,  in  the  formation 

of  the  Constitution.  .......  , ..  . ' ... 
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Reports  from  various  sections  of  the  Commonwealth  indicate  a 
commendable,,  tenden.ee  toward  cooperative  meetings  of  the  societies. 

This  idea  may  be  applied  to  either  pilgrimages  to  historic  spots,  or 
to  regular  meetings  and  provides  an  excellent  means  of  forwarding 
historical  good  fellowship. 

The  Berks  County  Society  has  worked  out  a most  interesting  and 
valuable  idea.  Cooperating  with  the.  local  Automobile  Association,  it 
has  put  out  a folder  map  showing  the  location  of  important  historic 
sites  within  the  County  in  relation  to  .the  highways.  Accompanying 
illustrations  and  items,  of  explanation  make  an  attractive  publication 
apt  to  forward  historical  interest . We  understand  that  the  Society 
provided  the  brains  and  the  Automobile  Association  the  funds.  It  is 
an  excellent  combination  and  a splendid  illustration  of  practical 
activity  by,  a- historical  society. 

Another-  interesting  innovation  is  the  development  by  the  North- 
ampton County  Society  of  a Speakers’  Bureau.  This  consists,  of  lipt-ing 
several  topics  on  which  speakers  will  be  furnished  to  organizations 
desiring  their  services  by  the  Society.  Naturally,  the  topics  deal 
with  local  history.  Much  could  be  accomplished  through  a similar  . 
procedure  by  other  societies.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  many 
Historical,  groups  are  endeavoring  to  foster  the  wider  use'  and  appre- 
ciation of  local  history  in  the  schools.  An  excellent  method  of 
forwarding  the  objective  is  the  organization  of  an  essay  contest  on 
some  subject  of  local  history  with  an  adequate  prize.  Several  of  the 
societies  have  utilized  this  -with  success.  Incidentally,  work  with 
the  schools  may  be  one  important  ite  ans  of  arousing  the  interest  of 
young  people  in  local  historical  organizations  and  activities.  A 
recent  lettep  to  the  Historian  complained  that  the  older  members  of 
the  particular  society  were  passing  from  the  scene  and  that  member- 
ship was  thereby  depleted  because  of  the  failure  to.  add  new  .and 
younger  blood.  This  is  an  important  problem,  and  one  method  of 
meeting  it  may  be  through  the  schools. 

The  Historian  is  in  receipt  of  an  interesting  letter  from  Dr. 

T.  Kenneth  Wood  of  the  Muncy  Historical  Society  and  Museum  of  History. 
This  young  organization,  for  it  is  but  one  year  of  age,  already  has 
secured  250  members  and  has  in  progress  a membership  drive  designed  to 
round  up  400  persons  interested  in  local  history.  That  so  much  can  be 


achieved  in  so  short  a ti.e  in  a small  community  is  a tribute  not 
only  to  the  energey  of  the  founders,  but  also  to  the  interest  in 
local  history  developing  all  over  Pennsylvania.  The  Society  has 
moved  into  a new  home  and  will  hold  open  house  during  the  Christmas 
holidays.  The  home  of  the  Society  has  been  provided  by  the  Borough 
of  Muncy  at  the  really  exorbitant  rental  of  $1.00  a year.  Several 
thousand  dollars  in  WPA  and  Society  funds  have  been  utilized  to  put 
the  century-old  mansion  in  excellent  condition.  It  has  been  land- 
scaped by  the  Muncy  Garden  Club,  an  affiliate  of  the  Society,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  buildings  in  central  Pennsylvania.  Nov;  and 
Then,  a quarterly  bulletin  of  information  on  local  historical  matters, 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Society  as  its  official  publication. 


The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association 


Organized  six  years  ago  in  an  effort  to  provide  a statewide 
organization  devoted  to  the  scholarly  and  popular  presentation  of 
Pennsylvania  history  and  the  coordination  of  the  scattered  interest 
in  the  field,  this  Association  is  making  outstanding  progress.  A 
manbership  drive  is  under  way  which  has  added  nearly  one  hundred 
members  in  the  past  few  months.  The  last  annual  convention  was  held 
at  Lancaster,  October  16  -md  17,  1957  and  was  well  attended  with  able 
papers.  The  quarterly  publication  of  the  Association,  Pennsylvania 
History,  is  subscribed  to  from  coast  to  coast  as  a scholarly  magazine 
of  Pennsylvania  history.  Its  articles  are  varied  and  interesting.  The 
magazine  contains  several  pages  devoted  to  news  and  comment  on  matters 
historical  within  the  Commonwealth.  It  includes  as  well  a section 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  public  school  teachers  of  history,  many 
of  whom  have  become  members.  An  extensive  book  review1  division  devoted 
to  publications  bearing  mainly  on  Pennsylvania  history  is  edited  by 
Dr.  Barnes  of  Temple  University.  Dr.  Roy  F.  Nichols  is  President,  with 
headquarters  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Inquiries  snould  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  Paul  Selsam,  State  College,  Pennsyl- 
vania. A Boyd  Hamilton  is  past  president,  and  the  Association  numbers 
among  its  members  outstanding  figures  in  Pennsylvania  history,  including 
several  members  of  the  Historical  Commission. 


December,  1937 
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The  Commission  - Its  Pro  per  tie  s and  Activites 


Much  confusion  appears  to  exist  in  certain  quarters  as  to  both  the 
name  ana  the  function  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission.  Nearly  one 
half  the  correspondence  addressed  to  the  Commission  is  designated  as  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that 
several  states  have  organized  their  historical  work  under  such  a designation. 

In  Pennsylvania,  however,  the  historical  activities  of  the  Commonwealth,  so 
far  as  governmental  direction  is  concerned,  are  under  the  Historical  Com- 
mission. It  has  been  deemed  expedient,  therefore,  to  devote  a large  portion 
of  the  present  issue  of  Pennsylvania  Notes  to  the  history  and  functions  of 
the  Commission. 

Early  Hi  story  and  Functions 

The  Act  creating  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  was  approved 
by  Governor  John  K.  Tener,  July  25,  1913,  and  the  Commonwealth  thereby  recog- 
nized for  the  first  that  it  had  a history  worth  governmental  consideration. 
Honorable  William  C.  Sproul  was  the  first  Chairman  and  served  until  his 
elevation  to  the  Governorship.  The  Commission  was  constituted  to  consist  of 
five  members,  serving  without  salary  and  appointed  by  the  Governor.  Under 
the  Administrative  Code,  fiscal  control  of  the  Commission  was  lodged  with 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Superintendent  was  made  an  ex 
officio  member.  Among  the  major  duties  and  powers  of  the  Commission  as 
enumerated  by  the  Act  of  1913  and  subsequent  legislation  are:  (1)  the 
marking  of  historic  sites;  (2)  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  historic 
properties  entrusted  to  its  care;  (3)  the  publication  and  republication  of 
works  of  a historical  or  archaeological  interest;  (4)  the  sponsoring  of 
historical,  archaeological  and  anthropological  writing  and  research;  (5)  in 
conjunction  with  the  Governor,  State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  General,  to  act 
as  Trustee  for  funds,  other  personal  property  and  real  estate  designated  for 
historic  maintenance  or  uses. 

For  more  than  two  decades  of  its  existence,  the  Commission  was  ham- 
pered in  its  activities  by  a lack  of  funds.  Early  appropriations  were  snail; 
the  first  was  cut  to  a meagre  $10,000  for  the  biennium.  In  1915,  the  budget  wa 
limited  to  $12,500  and  from  1923  to  192?  the  total  funds  available  for  the 
Commission  amounted  to  but  $27,500.  During  the  same  years,  private  assistance 
to  the  amount  of  $28,000  was  provided,  and  without  it  the  body  could  hardly 
have  functioned.  The  sterling  leadership  of  Colonel  Henry  W.  Shoemaker  as 
Chairman  from  1923  to  1930  provided  a principal  driving  force  behind  the  work 
of  the  Commission.  The  services  of  Dr.  George  P.  Donehoo,  Dr.  Hirman  H.  Shenk, 
and  others  as  Secretaries  to  the  Commission  must  also  be  cited  as  serving  to 
maintain  a high  standard  of  achievement  in  the  face  of  limited  facilities  with 
which  to  work. 


T 


Archaeological  Activities 


In  1929*  the  appointment  of  Donald  A.  Cadzow  as  Commission  Archaeolo- 
gist and  Anthropologist  marked  the  inauguration  of  a program  of  outstanding 
work  in  that  field.  The  same  year  the  investigation  of  Indian  burial 
grounds  at  Clemson  Island  and  Academia  was  begun;  while  in  1930-31  the 
well-known  work  at  Safe  Harbor  in  Lancaster  County  was  carried  forward  and 
reported  upon  in  1934,  The  Commission  also  sponsored  the  work  of  Max 
Schrabisch  in  the  Upper  Delaware  Valley,  published  in  his  Archaeology  of 
the  Delaware  River  Valley.  The  studies  of  Dr.  Frank  G.  Speck  on  the 
Delaware  Indian  Big  House  Ceremony  added  to  a growing  list  of  publications 
in  1931.  In  1936,  Archaeological  Studies  of  the  Susquchannock  Indians 
of  Pennsylvania  , by  Dr.  Cadzow  came  from  the  press.  With  the  liberal 
aid  of  WPA  funds  a program  of  outstanding  archaeological  research  has  been 
going  forward  in  several  sections  of  the  Commonwealth  since  that  date. 

Historic  Sites 


Through  the  years  the  Historical  Commission  has  became  the  adminis- 
trator for  the  Commonwealth  of  several  significant  historical  sites.  In 
1919,  Old  Economy,  site  of  an  outstanding  communal  experiment,  at  Airbridge 
came  under  the  Commission  supervision.  In  1929  the  site  of  Pennsbury, 
manor  home  of  William  Penn  at  present  Morris vi lie  , became-  Commonwealth 
property.  Explorations  have  uncovered  the  foundations  of  the-  original 
home.  The  restoration  of  the  Penn  manor  is  provided  for  through  an 
appropriation  under  the  State  Authority.  May  21,  1931  an  Act  of  Assembly 
authorized  acceptance  of  the  magnificent  off-  r of  Mrs.  Margaret  C.  Buckingham 
to  assume  control  of  Cornwall  Furnace  in  Lebanon  County,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  important  of  the  great  charcoal  iron  enterprises  of  early  Pennsyl- 
vania history.  An  endowment  of  £35,000  accompanied  the  transfer.  Control 
of  the  site  of  Fort  Augusta,  important  frontier  outpost  near  Sunbury,  was 
added  the  same  year.  The  General  Assembly  in  1937  made  provision  for 
Commonwealth  jurisdiction  and  Commission  administration  of  Ephrata  Cloisters, 
scene  of  the  famed  communal  experiment  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  Seven  Day 
Baptists  near  Lancaster,  and  of  the  Daniel  Boone  birthplace  in  Berks  County 
near  Reading.  The  Swedish  Colonial  Society  generously  has  presented  to  the 
Commonwealth  for  admin ist rat ion  by  the  Commission  Governor  Printz  Park  at 
Tinicum,  site  of  the  first  Capital  and  Capitol  building  for  Pennsylvania. 

Present  Pro  gram 


In  1937,  the  Commission  realized  an  ambition  of  many  years  in  the 
appointment  of  a professional  Historian  to  inaugurate  a historical  program. 

An  aggressive  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  Frank  W.  Melvin,  and  the  cooperation 
of  an  interested  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade,  has 
given  new  vigor  to  the  Commission  leadership.  The  General  Assembly  generously 
provided  an  enlarged  appropriation  for  the  biennium  of  $55,000.  The  combination 
of  all  these  factors  made  possible  new  ventures  in  servicing  Pennsy lvania 
historical  agencies,  and  expanding  interest,  study  and  research  in  the  history 
of  the  Commonwealth.  At  present,  the  program  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Comirisc ion  may  be  said  to  have  four  major  objectives:  (1)  the  acquisition  and 
administration  of  significant  historical  sites;  (2)  cooperation  with  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  promoting  study  and  knowledge  of  Pennsylvania 
history  in  the  Commonwealth  schools;  (3)  publication  of  scholarly  studies  and 
biographical  aids;  (4)  promotion  of  the  development  of  the  local  historical 
societies  of  the  Commonwealth  and  close  cooperation  with  then  in  forwarding  an 
increased  interest  in  and  study  of  local  history.  Pennsylvania  Notes  will 
record  from  time  to  tine  progress  along  these  lines'! 
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The  present  membership  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  is 
as  follows:  Chairman,  Frank  W.  Melvin,  Philadelphia;  Colonel  Henry  W. 
Shoemaker,  Altoona;  Bruce  A Hunt,  Williamsport;  Miss  M.  Atherton  Leach, 
Philadelphia ; Ross  Pier  Wright,  Erie;  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade , ex  officio.  Former 
members  of  the  Commission  with  long  terms  of  service  included  Hon.  William 
C.  Sproul,  George  P.  Donehco,  William  H.  Stevenson,  Hampton  L.  Carson, 

Colonel  Henry  W.  Shoemaker  and  Miss  Frances  Dorrance. 

Pennsylvania  Celebrations  (cont.) 

Constitution  Sesqui -centennial 

The  Constitution  Sesqui-centennial  originated  by  the  Historical 
Commission  experienced  a revival  of  activity  in  December  with  recognition 
of  Pennsylvania  Ratification  Day  December  12.  Schools,  churches  and  fra- 
ternal organizations,  together  with  many  historical  societies,  presented 
special  commemoration  programs  on  either  that  date  or  December  10  or  11. 
Especially  interesting  was  the  widespread  newspaper  publicity  provided  for 
the  event.  It  is  significant  and  encouraging  in  this  connection  that  the 
one  time  patriotic  tale,  on  a par  with  the  Cherry  Tree  episode,  to  the 
effect  that  America,  was  one  happy  family  united  in  loyalty  to  a miraculous 
new  charter  of  government  in  1787  was  recognized  as  without  foundation. 
Considerable  emphasis  was  placed  correctly  upon  the  serious  differences  of 
opinion  surrounding  the  origination  of  our  present  frame  of  go vernment . 

May  this  more  critical  and  realistic  approach  to  American  history  hasten 
the  day  when  it  is  recognized  that  constitutions  of  any  kind  are  not  sacred 
fetishes  to  be  worshipped  blindly  as  did  ancient  peoples  their  pagan  gods. 
Constitutions  are  made  by  and  for  the  people,  and  should  be  subject  to 
reconsideration  and  possible  modification  without  any  fears  that  the  foun- 
dations of  the  nation  are  to  tumble  into  ruins. 

Swedi sh  Tercentenary 


Pennsylvania’s  300th  Anniversary  Commemoration  is  off  to  an  encour- 
aging start.  Governor  Earle  has  returned  from  Sweden  after  dedicating  a 
memorial  monument  to  the  Swedish  people  containing  bronze  tablets  in  English 
and  in  Swedish.  The  Governor  likewise  decorated  the  grave  of  Johan 
Printz,  properly  regarded  as  the  first  person  to  exercise  the  powers  of 
a political  governor  on  Pennsylvania  soil.  Governor  Printz  Park  at  Tinicum 
is  tailing  shape  with  rapidity  and  by  April  vail  little  resemble  the  site 
which  it  was  prior  to  its  development  by  the  Commonwealth.  Every  section 
of  Pennsylvania  should  assume  an  interest  in  this  important  celebration. 

While  it  will  center  largely  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  it 
marks  the  observance  of  the  beginnings  of  the  entire  state  in  terms  of 
original  settlement.  Tinicum  should  have  the  same  significance  in  Pennsyl- 
vania history  as  Jamestown  and  Plymouth  Rock  hold  for  Virginia  and 
Massachusetts.  Those  in  charge  of  the  celebration  are  confident  that  this 
is  the  point  of  view  which  will  come  to  prevail  as  the  significance  of  the 
colony  of  New  Sweden  is  driven  home  by  the  varied  activities  which  will 
characterize  the  Tercentenary. 

Historical  Socie tie  s and  Activiti es 

The  Commission  Historian,  Mr.  Sylvester  K.  Stevens,  has  visited  several 
historical  societies  during  the  past  two  months  and  during  January  and  February 
is  busily  engaged,  contacting  from  one  to  two  organizations  each  week.  The 
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enthusiasm  of  the  leadership  of  the  societies  is  quickly  observable.  The 
problem  of  maintaining  the  general  interest  of  the  community  in  the  functions 
of  such  groups  appears  to  constitute  the  chief  worry.  There  are  certain 
general  suggestions  which  may  be  advanced  as  to  possible  solutions.  There 
is  no  patented  and  ready  made  method  of  carrying  them  into  effect  to  which 
the  Historian  may  refer  the  officers  of  any  historical  society.  Application 
is  up  to  the  leaders  and  depends  entirely  upon  local  conditions. 

Historical  Society  Programs 

Of  first  importance  is  the  matter  of  programs.  For  the  most  part 
persons  are  attracted  in  any  considerable  numbers  only  to  those  events  which 
are  made  both  interesting  and  purposeful,  . While  a small  number  of  faithful 
adherents  will  attend  any  type  of  meeting  provided  by  a historical  society, 
general  interest  will  be  aroused  only  by  efforts  to  attract  that  interest. 
Programs  should  be  designed  with  that  in  view.  This  does  not  mean  a sacrifice 
of  the  fundamental  purpose  of  the  society  to  develop  local  history.  It  does 
mean  attention  to  dressing  up  that  purpose  in  popular  and  attractive  form. 

A bit  of  additional  entertainment  on  the  side  of  a lighter  nature  may  well  be 
considered.  It  is  worthwhile  to  consider  also  that  the  experience  of  the 
ages  has  shown  that  refreshments  are  additions  to  conviviality  on  any  occasion. 

One  of  the  most  successful  societies  in  Pennsylvania  in  applying 
these  principles  has  been  the  Lycoming  Historical  Society  at  Williamsport. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  more  inviting  program  announcements  or  programs  than 
are  set  forth  by  this  ambitious  group.  The  December  16,  193V  meeting  at  the 
Woman's  Club  featured  an  address  on  ’’The  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 
This  was  not  all,  however.  The  Williamsport  Concert  Orchestra  presented  a 
musical  program  and  carol  singing  was  enjoyed.  The  Coffee  Table  and  the 
Wassail  Table  were  not  forgotten.  From  the  program  we  quote  the  following: 

"And  now  with  a hey  nonny  nonnyl  - we'll  gather  round  the  wessail  bowl  for 
the  hour  of  Christmas  cheer  - troubles  forgot  - joy  unconfined  - minimizing 
the  faults,  magnifying  the  virtues  of  our  friends  to  whom  we  extend  the 
heartiest  wishes  for  a happy  and  glorious  Chri  stma stide . ” Old  time  spelling 
bees  and  singing  schools  have  enlivened  programs  of  the  past.  Something  to 
attract  general  interest  combined  with  a serious  paper  or  address  is  the 
usual  type  of  program.  It  is  not  altogether  an  unrelated  fact  that  the 
membership  of  the  Lycoming  Society,  at  one  time  less  than  one  hundred,  has 
literally  skyrocketed  in  the  past  year  and  a half. 

There  is  nothing  especially  complicated  about  such  a procedure. 

It  may  take  a little  more  time  and  care-  in  planning  than  a plainer  type 
of  program,  but  it  is  worth  it.  There  are  few  historical  groups  in 
Pennsylvania  which  might  not  copy,  with  adaptations  to  suit  their  own 
interests  and  possible  stimulating  additions,  the  ideas  of  the  Williams- 
porters.  Miss  Katherine  Williams  Bennet,  James  V.  Brown  Library,  Williams- 
port, will  no  doubt  be  happy  to  provide  interested  persons  with  samples  of 
program  announcements. 

The  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies 


Annual  Meeting , January  27 , 1938 

A.  Boyd  Hamilton,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of 
Historical  Societies,  has  issued  the  call  for  the  Thirty-Third  Annual  Meeting 
to  be  held  at  Harrisburg,  January  27,  1938.  It  is  planned  to  make  the  meeting 


4 


one  of  the  most  outstanding  in  Federation  history.  The  opening  session  nil! 
be  held  in  the  Senate  Caucus  Room  of  the  State  Capitol  at  11  o’clock.  Dr. 
Robert  Fortenbaugh  of  Gettysburg  College  and  outstanding  historian  will  deliver 
an  address  at  the  luncheon  meeting  in  the  Penn-Harris  Hotel.  Members  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  will  be  present,  and  reports  from  member 
societies  of  the  Federation  will  provide  a view  of  the  historical  activities 
going  on  during  1937  in  every  section  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  meeting  is  one 
of  the  important  historical  events  of  the  year.  Interested  persons  are  invited 
to  attend,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  press  will  give  it  publicity  befitting  sc 
important  a gathering. 

Federation  History 

Tne  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies  was  organized 
in  1S05  as  a result  of  an  invitation  issued  November  19,  1904  by  Dr.  John 
W.  Jordon,  Librarian  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Dr.  F.  R.  Dif fenderfer , 
Secretary  Lancaster  Historical  Society,  Boy  Crumrine , Washington  County 
Historical  Society,  Hon.  James  A.  Beaver,  President  Pennsylvania  German 
Society,  and  Luther  R.  Kelker-  of  the  Dauphin  County  Society  to  various 
Societies  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  purpose  of  the  Federation  as  approved 
at  the  original  meeting  was  stated  as  "the  encouragement  of  historical  research 
relating  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  especially  in  the  preparation  cf 
check-lists  of  publications  and  the  collection  of  material  for  a complete 
bibliography  of  the  Commonwealth. ” Dr.  Jordon  became  the  first  head  of  the  new 
organization  which  typified  the  pioneer  interest  in  Pennsylvania  history 
beginning  to  emerge  'within  the  Commonwealth.  The  aims  were  expanded  in  a 
Constitution  adopted  January,  1907  to  include  the  encouragement  of  the  organi- 
zation and  work  of  local  historical  societies.  In  February  of  that  year  the 
Federation  was  formally  chartered. 

Since  its  early  organization,  the  Federation  has  grown  steadily  in 
the  number  of  its  members.  In  1907,  twenty-eight  societies  were  reported  as 
belonging  to  the  Federation,  while  by  1921  it  had  increased  to  fifty-nine. 

The  Reports  of  the  organization  constituted  a record  of  the  historical 
publications  and  activities  of  the  societies  which  were  members.  They  stand 
even  today  as  an  important  list  of  the  historical  productions  of  the  Common- 
wealth. By  1934  the  membership  had  reached  a level  of  seventy  with  conse- 
quently enriched  resources.  Under  the  sponsor  ship  of  Frank  W.  Melvin, 
former  President  of  the  Federation  and  present  Chairman  of  the  Historical 
Commission,  in  1937  it  was  decided  to  request  the  Commission  Historian  to 
act  as  permanent  Secretary  to  the  Federation.  The  purpose  of  the  change 
was  the  securing  of  a greater  continuity  in  the  affairs  of  that  body.  The 
Commission  has  likewise  devot edits  energies  to  the  strengthening  of  the 
member  societies. 
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The  Historical  Commission  School  Survey 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 

Losts-r  K.  Ade,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  has  long  been  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  placing  great,  r emphasis  upon  the  use  of  Pennsylvania 
history  in  the  school's  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  has  been  likewise  a major 
objective  of  the  present  Commission  under  Frank  W.,  Melvin  as  Chairman. 

With  the  appointment  of  a professional  historian  to  tnc  staff  of  the  His- 
torical Commission,  and  the  inauguration  of  a broad  program  for  the  revital- 
izing of  Pennsylvania  historical  activity,  .it  Was  felt  that  the  time;  hod 
arrived  for  further  consideration  as  to  ways  and  means,  by  which  this  object- 
ive might  be  more  fully  realized. 

While  there  has  been  over  a period,  of  years  much  discussion  as  to  the 
proper  approach  to  the  use  of  state  and  local  history  in  a school  social  stu- 
dies program,  there  exist  serious  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  method  tc 
be  utilized,  the  extent  to  whi  cn  it  should  occupy  the  time  <sf  the  schools, 
and  various  other  problems.  In  1935  Mr.  Eugene  P.  Bertin.,  then  Supervising 
Principal  of  the  Muncy-Muncy  Creek  Public  Schools,  conducted  a survey  touching 
upon  six  major  points  involving  a Pennsylvania  ni story  program.  .This  was 
limited  mainly  to  those  not  actually  engaged  in  the  teaching  c* f history  in  the 
schools  and  heavily  overloaded  with-  "specialists"  and  those  with  a college 
level  viewpoint. 

In  an  effort  to  secure  reactions  from  those  actually  engaged  in  the  teach 
ing  of  the  social  studies  in  the  secondary  schools  on  a fairly  wide  scale  , tn 
present  Survey  has  been  • inaugurated  by  the  Commission  Historian,  Mr.  S.  K. 
Stevens.  The  preparation  of  the  Survey  questions  was  done  with  comment  and 
assistance  from  Mr.  H.  Frank  Hare,  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Secondary  Educatio 
in  the  Bureau  of  Instruction  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Mr. 
Oliver  S.  Heckman,  Social  Studies  Adviser  for  this  Division.  It  has  been  sent 
to  over  two  hundred  schools  selected  as  among  the  more  outstanding  in  Pennsy- 
lvania for  thuir  present  social  studies  program.  Those  actually  engaged  in 
the  business  of  instruction  will  be  called  upon,  therefore,  to  present  their 
views,  and  these  will  come  from  a selected  group. 

The  Survey  covers  fourteen  different  points.  The  three  major  items 
touched  upon,  however , are:  (l).the  form  which  a Pennsylvania  history  program 
in  the  schools  should  assume;  (2)  t.he.  types  of  assistance  and  aids  which  the 
Historical  Commission  might-  provide;  and  (3)  the  place  of  the  local  historical 
societies  in  the  development  of  a school  program.  Under  the  first  major 
division  an  effort  is  being  made  to  discover  whether,  teachers  feel  tha  t 
Pennsylvania  history  should  be  offered  as  a special  course  on  state  history 
alone,  a course  on  state  history  in  its  national  relationships,  or  the  illus- 
trative and  supnlem.  ntary  use  of  state  and  local  history  in  connection  with 
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the  regular  social  studies  progrtm.  Major  obstacles  to  the  present  use  of 
Pennsylvania  history  are  touched  upon  in  an  effort  to  discover  what  are  the 
most  serious  of  these,  and  possible  types  of  aids  which  might  forward  the 
utilization  of  stato  and  local  history  are  presented  for  teacher  reactions. ■ 

The  hope  of  those  responsible  for  the  Survey  is  that  it  will  provide  such 
definite  information  as  to  make  possible  the  development  of  as  extensive  a 
program  as  Commission  resources  v. ill  permit.  Possibilities  for  increasing  the 
services  performed  by  local  historical  societies  which  will  be  of  use  to  the 
schools  may  be  revealed.  The  very  nature  of  the  Survey  will  provide  some 
index  as  to  the  interested  and  capable  school  people  who  rnay  be  relied  upon 
to  provide  intelligent  leadership  in  educating  all  teachers  to  an  increased 
utilization  of  local  and  state  history  in  their  programs. 


The  Northwest  'Pioneer  .Caravan 

Pennsylvania  has  been  very  fortunate  to  play  so  large  a part  in  the 
recognition  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  famed  Northwest  Ordinance  and 
the  trek  of  the  band  of  pioneer  New  England  settlers  to  Marietta  in  1787  and 
1788,  Leaving  old  Ipswich,  now  Hamilton,  Massachusetts,  December  3,  1937, 
the  caravan  of  some  thirty  young  men  in  the  attire  of  the  frontiersman  of  the 
time,  with  ox-drawn  Conestoga  wagon,  arrived  on  Pennsylvania  soil  late  in  that 
month  by  way  of  Easton. 

Al  proximate ly  a month  was  spent  in  crossing  the  Commonwealth  to  West 
Newton  and  •-'the  headwaters  ?of  the  Ohio,  path  of  empire  in  the  early  history  of 
the  Republic;  Everywhere  the  caravan  was  welcomed  with  enthusiasm.  The 
pageant  sponsored  by  the  expedition,  as  well  as  the  recreating  of  the  modes 
of  travel  of  a century  and  more  earlier,  were  of  great  importance  education- 
ally, Fortunate  indeed  were  the  schools  and  communities  from  Easton  through 
Reading,  Lebanon,  Harrisburg  and  Shippensburg  to  Somerset  and  West  Newton, 
which  were  able  to  participate  in  the  local  celebrations.  The  longest ' single 
portion  of  the  journey  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  was  across  Pennsylvania  soil  and 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  were  given,  therefore,  an  extraordinary 
opportunity  to  participate  in  this  historic  national  anniversary. 

With  the  approval  of  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade,  Superintendent  of  PubLic  Instructic 
all  schools  along  the  route  of  the  march  were  urged  especially  to  take  advantage 
of  the  educational  opportunity  afforded.  At  the  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission,  local  historical  societies  along  the  route  cooperated 
with  schools  and  other  agencies  in  suitably  welcoming  the  "pioneers”  of  1937 
and  1938. 

One  of  the  principal  celebrations  of  the  entire  Pennsylvania  trek  occurred 
in  Harrisburg,  This  was  the  only  state  capital  through  which  the  caravan 
passed  on  its  original  journey,  emphasizing  the  fundamental  importance  of 
Pennsylvania  as  a pathway  to  the  West.  In  the  Forum  of  the  State  Education 
building  on  the  afternoon  of  January  6,  1938,  an  eleborate  recognition  of  the 
event  was  staged.  Frank  W.  Melvin,  Chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission,  presided  and  welcomed  the  historic  tourists.  Governor  George  H. 
Earle  took  time  from  the  heavy  duties  of  his  office  to  participate  personally 
in  the  ceremonies.  Ranking  members  of  the  Northwest  Territory  Celebration 
Commission  were  present  as  representatives  of  the  sponsors  of  the  journey. 
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At  Sumerill’s  Ferry,  no w West  Newton,  the  ’'pioneers"  are  now  encamped 
and  engaged  in  felling- trees  and  building  boats,  f aithful  to  the  tradition  of 
the  forefathers,  in  preparation  for  the  undertaking  in  early  Spring  of  the 
river  journey  which  brought  the  pioneer  band  of  1787  to  its  final  destination. 
The  highest  possible  degree  of  realism  was  maintained  throughout  the  journey. 
In  western  Pennsylvania  this  was  carried  to  the  point  of  - a staged  ambush  by 
Boy  Scouts  in  Indian  costume  on  the  old  Glade  road  between  Somerset  and  At. 
Pleasant  exactly  as  happened  in  reality  one  and  one-half  centuries  earlier. 

The  Northwest  Commission  is  to  be  commended  for  the  excellence  of  the  venture, 
and  Pennsylvania  is  fortunate  to  have  been  able  to  have  shared  so  largely  in 
this  historic  ceremony  recreating  this  episode  in  nation  building. 


Archaeological  Discoveries  in  Somerset  County 

A recent  article  in  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHAEOLOGIST  for  January,  1938,  by 
Edgar  E.  Augustine  provides  a detailed  analysis  of  the  important  ?/ork 
accomplished  by  the  Somerset  County  archaeological  project  sponsored  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission.  Dr.  Donald  A.  Cadzow,  Commission  Anthro- 
pologist, made  a preliminary  survey  of  this  region  in  ’1934.  During  1937,  with 
the  aid  of  WPA  funds  and  labor  trained  for  the  purpose,  it  was  possible  to 
investigate  archaeologically  two  principal  sites  in  this  area.  The  work  was 
under  the  general  direction  of  Doctor  Cadzow. 

The  Reckner  site,  covering  approximately  two  acres,  at  the  town  of 
Confluence  was  excavat-ed  beginning  May  27,  1937.  A fortified  Indian  village 
was  the  center  of  exploration.  The  outlines  of  fifty-six  circular  huts  or 
houses  varying  in  diameter  from  twelve  to  twenty-six  feet  were  discovered. 

A peculiarity  of  the  site  was  the,  post  molded  storage  pits  attached  to  many 
of  the  houses.  Thirty-six  burials  were  recorded,  including  the  first  evidence 
as  to  stone,  slab  burial  within  this  area.  The  burials  were  shallow  and  little 
Was  buried  with  the  bodies. 

The  Emerick  site  in  Southampton  township  is  In  one  of  the  most  rugged 
sections  of  Pennsylvania  and  occupied  largely  by  descendants  of  Pennsylvania 
German  pioneers.  Here  was  discovered  on  a high  knoll  on  the  side  of  Big 
Savage  Mountain,  2500  feet  above  sea  level,  another  fortified  village  site. 
Work  was  begun  in  August  with  competent  WPA  workers.  The  outlines  of  twenty- 
seven  houses  were  discovered,  together  with  fifty  pits  with- quantities  of 
potsherds  and  artifacts.  Thirty-four  burials  were  found,  of  which  sixteen 
were  of  children  or  infants  under  ten. 

Eight  sites  have  now  been  explored  in  Somerset  County.  The  central  and 
northern  portions  of  the  region  are  ye,t  to  be  explored.  Considerable  informa- 
tion of  value  has  resulted.  Earlier  conceptions  as  to  the  earliest  Indian 
migrations  in  Pennsylvania  nave  been  modified.  Valuable  finds  revealing  the 
nature  of  the  life  lived  by  the  prehistoric  Indian  occupants  have  been  made. 
The  surveys  have  revealed  the  importance  of  western  Pennsylvania  archaeology, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Commission  will  be  able  in  the  future  development  of 
its  archaeological  program  to  pay  more  attention  to  this  important  section. 
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Pennsyl vania  Historical  Associa tion 

This  increasingly  aggressive  and  growing  state  historical  association 
has  included  in  its  quarterly  magazine  PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORY ' beginning  with 
the  January,  1938,  number  a new  section  called  "Public  School  Teachers  Depart- 
ment." It  is  edited  by  Professor  Leroy  1.  Koehler,  State  Teachers  College, 
Last  Stroudsburg,,  Pennsylvania.  The  Department  is  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
advancing  the  use  of  local  history  in  the  schools  and  forwarding  a profes- 
sional interest  generally  .upon  the  part  of  those  presenting  this  phase  of  the- 
se cial  studies  program.  It  is  an  interesting  experiment  and  promises  to 
accomplish  much  toward  forwarding  the  increased  utilization  of  local  and 
Commonwealth  history  in  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Department  will  present  articles  by  those  .with  actual  experience  in 
the  successful  utilization  of  local  history,  and  attempt  to  provide  practical 
suggestions  as  to  methods  -and  procedures.  Dr.  Robert  Brown,  Supervising  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Stroudsburg  Schools,  in  the  January  number  puts  forward  a con- 
vincing argument  for  the  use  of  local  history  in  connection  with  and  as  a part 
of  related  subjects.  Tills  method  Dr.  Brown  finds'  preferable  to  attempting  to 
set  up  separate  courses  for  the  consideration  of  state  and  local  history. 

Later  articles  will  bring  forward  opposing  views,  and  this  Department  of  the 
publication  should  prove  a valuable  one. 


The  300th  Anniversary  Celeb rati  on 

The  rewriting  of  early  Pennsylvania'  history  is  the  task  confronting  the 
300th  Anniversary  Commission  in  charge  of  the  recognition  of  the  third  century 
since  the  arrival  of  the  colonists  under  the  flag  of  Sweden  who  became  the 
first  permanent  white  settlers  of  the  Cormnonwealt h.  For  generations  the  tale 
of  William  Penn  has  been  told'  and  retold,  and  it  is  now  difficult  for  the 
average  Pennsylvanian  to  recognize  that  his  state  had  a prior  civilization. 

It  is  a task  of  re-s.duca.ti on  to  convince  Pennsylvanians  that  a permanent 
settlement  was  effected  upon  soil  later  a part  of  the  Penn  grant  no  less  than 
forty-three  years  prior  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Penn  charter  in  16.81.  It 
is  important  equally  to  emphasize  that  a colonial  governor  funeti  oned  upon 
the  soil  of  present  day  Pennsylvania  no  less  than  thirty-eight ' years  prior  to 
the  same  date.  This  does  not  mean  an  effort  to  diminish  the  importance  of  the 
colonial  history  associated  with  that  later  era  in  Pennsylvania  development. 

It  means  rather  the  addition  to  the  story  of  the  Commonwealth  of  nearly  half 
a century  of  formerly  forgotten 'or  neglected  history. 

An  important  contribution  vail  be  made  toward  correcting  this  situation 
by  the  statewide  program  which  will  reach  one  of  its  high  points  in  the 
celebration  .April  8th  of  "Forefather’s  Day."  A tentative  schedule  of  the 
activities  which  will  feature  the  day  has  been  released  by  Frank  W.  Melvin 
as  chairman  of  the  Anniversary  Commission.  Convention  Hall  in  Philadelphia 
will  be  the  scene  on  the  evening  of  April  7th  of  a splendid  Forefather’s 
Eve  Ball,  with  the  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  charitable  enterprises. 

"Forefather’s  Day"  itself  will  be  observed  throughout  the  Commonwealth  by 
public  and  private  schools,  historical,  patriotic  and  civic  organizations. 

All  of  these  will  be  furnished  with  materials  adequate  to  provide  a suitable 
educational  program  on  the  colonial  beginnings  of  Pennsylvania  in  New  Sweden. 
These  meetings  should  provide  the  most  important  educational  opportunity  of 
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In  Philadelphia,  a parade  of  Federal  and  State  military  and  naval  forces, 
Philadelphia  police  and  firemen,  and  Philadelphia  patriotic  and  civic  organi- 
zations will  be  held  on  the  morning  of  April  8.  At  noon,  an  aircraft  demon- 
stration over  Philadelphia  by  National  Guard,  Army  and  Navy,  and  Commonwealth 
planes  will  be  staged. 

The  climax  of  the  day  will  be  a Forefather’s  Day  Celebration  Dinner 
given  by  the  Pennsylvania  500th  Anniversary  Commission  in  Philadelphia. 

Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  high  officials  connected  with  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Commonwealth  will  attend.  A program  of  addresses  has  been 
planned  which  will  review  virtually  every  phase  of  the  three  hundred  years 
of  progress  made  by  Pennsylvania  since  1638  and  the  founding  of  the  tiny 
Swedish  colony  on  the  Delaware.  A broadcast  will  be  arranged,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  many  historical  and  patriotic  organizations  throughout  Pennsylvania 
will  find  it  possible  to  stage  dinners  and  celebrations  which  wi  11  tie  in  as 
it  were  with  the  parent  dinner  at  Philadelphia. 

June  £8  and  29  will  be  devoted  to  the  welcoming  to  Pennsylvania  of  the 
official  Swedish  delegation  which  will  return  the  visit  of  Governor  Earle 
and  party  to  Sweden  in  November  and  December,  1937.  Seventy  Swedish  officials 
will  make  up  the  party,  while  several  hundred  other  Swedish  visitors  are  ex- 
pected to  be  present.  The  details  of  this  celebration  will  be  made  public  at 
a later  date. 


The  Thirty-Third  Annual  Met ting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Federation  of  Histori cal  Socie tie s 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Federation,  announced  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  NOTES,  was  accounted  a striking  success  by  those  present.  Approximately 
one  hundred  and  fifty  representatives  of  the  seventy  historical  organizations 
of  the  Commonwealth  attended  the  meeting,  which  was  favored  by  the  best 
weather  for  such  a gathering  in  years.  As  a con sequepne , it  was  the  best 
attended  meeting  in  many  years  of  Federation  history. 

For  the  most  part,  the  reports  on  society  activity  presented  by  various 
delegates  were  instructive  and  to  the  point.  Dr.  Luther  Evans,  Federal 
Director  of  the  Historical  Records  Siorvey  , commented  to  the  writer  upon  the 
breadth  and  quality  of  the  work  of  the  societies  as  exemplified  in  their 
reports.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Pennsylvania  is  experiencing  a 
vigorous  revival  of  historical  consciousness  and  activity,  and  that  a majority 
of  our  local  historical  societies  are  playing  a dominant  role  in  that  develop- 
ment. a new  belief  in  the  future  of  the  Federation  is  also  observable  and 
with  proper  leadership  it  should  continue  to  be  a major  force  in  the 
development  of  Pennsylvania  history. 

Bruce  A.  Hunt  of  Williamsport  was  elected  head  of  the  Federation  for  the 
coming  year.  Mr.  Hunt  is  a well  known  ana  respected  figure  in  Pennsylvania 
historical  circles.  For  years  he  has  been  an  active  leader  in  the  Lycoming 
County  Historical  Society  and  is  well  acquainted  with  the  problems  of  suen 
groups.  He  is  the  able  editor  of  the  Williamsport  Sun,  and  for  some  years 
has  served  on  the  Council  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission . Dr.  Roy  F.  Nichols 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  able  and  distinguished 
younger  historians  of  the  United  States,  was  continued  as  First  Vice-President. 
Mr.  S.  K.  Stevens,  Historian  of  the  Commission,  was  continued  as  Secretary  for 
the  Federation.  The  resumption  of  publication  of  the  annual  Yearbook  of  the 
Feneration  has  been  announced,  and  it  is  planned  to  make  it  a worthwhile  con- 
tribution to  Pennsylvania  historical  literature. 
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FENNSBURY 


During  his  two  sojourns  in  his  province  from  1682  to  1684  and 
1699  to  1701,  William  Penn  selected  as  his  country  home  a tract  of  ov-.r 
8000  acres  in  Falls  Township,  Bucks  County,  near  present  Morrisville,  Pennsy- 
lvania. This  home,  built  at  considerable  labor  and  expense,  was  called  the 
Manor  of  Pennsbury.  Approximately  twenty-five  miles  north  of  Philadelphia, 
this  two-story  brick  mansion  with  out-buildings  became  the  favored  retreat 
of  both  Fenn  and  his  sons  while  engaged  in  the  management  of  a vast  colonial 
enterprise.  It  may  properly  be  termed  the  second  Executive  Mansion  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  first  was  the  residence  of  Johan  Printz  at  Tinicum. 

The  building,  while  handsome  and  elaborate  for  the  times,  was  not  as  pro- 
perly constructed  as  it  should  have  been.  As  a result,  it  was  short  lived 
and  fell  into  ruins  shortly  prior  to  the  Revolution. 


Origin  of  the  Pennsbury  Project 

The  restoration  of  this  seat  of  Penn’s  colonial  empire  has  long  been 
the  dream  of  loyal  Quakers  of  the  region,  and  of  thousands  of  others  keenly 
interested  in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1982,  as  a part  of  the  commem- 
oration of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Penn,  the  realization  of 
this  plan  began  to  take  practical  form.  July  20,  1932  a deed  of  trust  to 
over  eight  acres  of  the  Manor  tract,  with  a frontage-  of  some  500  feet  upon  the 
river  and  including  the  site  of  the  buildings,  was  executed  by  Charles  Warner, 
head  of  the  Warner  Company,  transferring  this  historic  property  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania.  It  constitutes  one  of  the  splendid  examples  of  gener- 
osity and  historical  consciousness  in  this  historical  enterprise.  By  acts  of 
the  General  Assembly  previously  passed  in  1929  (No.  332)  and  1931  (No.  170), 
the  administration  of  this  valuable  and  historic  property  was  placed  under  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission. 


Preliminary  Work  at  Pennsbury 

The  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Dr.  James  N.  Rule,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  acted  through  a 
sub-committee  composed  of  Doctor  Rule,  Dr.  Albert  Cook  Myers,  Secretary  to  the 
Commission,  and  Charles  Henry  Moon,  devoted  and  indefatigable  Quaker  supporter 
of  the  project.  Under  direction  of  the  Commission  Archaeologist,  Donald  A. 
Cadzow,  preliminary  archaeological  investigation  of  the  Pennsbury  site  was 
undertaken  beginning  in  July,  1932.  This  worm  was  carried  on  intermittently 
for  a period  of  two  years.  Its  success,  like  so  many  other  important  histori- 
cal and  archaeological  projects  of  recent  date,  was  made  possible  through  exten- 
sive utilization  of  Federal  funds  and  relief  forces.  As  a result  of  the  work 
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undertaken  at  Pennsbury  several  definite  accomplishments  were  forthcoming: 

(1)  the  foundations  of  the  Manor  and  outbuildings  were  uncovered  and  estab- 
lished; (2)  a large  collection  of  relics  relating  to  the  Penn  period  were 
recovered,  preserved  and  cataloged;  (3)  the  property  was  put  in  such  shape 
as  to  protect  it  against  the  danger  of  further  destruction  from  erosion  or 
other  causes;  (4)  a statewide  interest  in  Pennsbury  and  its  possible  restora- 
tion was  created. 


Restoration  Under  the  General  State  Authority 

An  overwhelming  majority  of  those  interested  in  Pennsylvania  histori- 
cal ana  archaeological  advancement  have  long  since  ceased  to  protest  the  liberal 
expenditure  of  funds  for  public  works.  The  contributions  from  this  source 
to  the  advancement  of  worth-while  projects  within  the  Commonwealth  are  multi- 
tudinous. A significant  step  forward  in  coordinating  Federal  and  Commonwealth 
enterprise  in  the  development  of  a far  reaching  public  works  program  for  Pennsy- 
lvania was  taken  by  the  creation  in  1936  of  the  Gere  ral  State  Authority.  The 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  the  same  year  decided  to  secure  R.  Brognard 
Okie  of  Philadelphia  as  architect  for  the  preparation  of  plans  for  the  possible 
restoration  of  Pennsbury.  With  the  inauguration  of  the  General  State  Authority, 
it  was  decided  to  present’  the  project  to  this  body.  Its  acceptance  as  a part 
of  the  statewide  program  of  the  Authority  insured  the  fulfillment  of  the  dreams 
of  several  years. 

The  Restoration 

The  restoration,  when  completed,  promises  to  consti tute ■ one  of  the 
finest  historical  properties  under  the  jurisdiction  of  any  state.  Total  cost 
of  the  project  amounts  to  $238,000  and  this  sum  has  made  possible  the  develop- 
ment of  the  plans  upon  a ' worthwhile  scale.  Months  of  particular  research  have 
gone  into  many  items  connected  with  the  restoration  in  an  effort  to  secure  com- 
plete authenticity  for  every  architectural  feature.  The  Manor  House,,  together 
with  the  brew  house,  bake  house,  office  building,  stable  and  caretaker’s  resi- 
dence", are  all  included  in  the  rebuilding  program.  In  addition,  the  garden 
wall  and  formal  garden  of  the  original  Manor  will  be'  r ostored  as  .nearly  accordii 
to  the  original  design  as  Careful  research  can  make  it  possible.  The  property 
will  indeed  become  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  eastern  United  States.  During 
the  archaeological  investigation  literally  thousands  of  relict  relating  to  the 
life  lived  at  Pennsbury  were  recovered.  These,  with  other  material,  which  will 
be  collected  both  before  and  after  the  restoration  is  completed,  promise  to  mak* 
the  property  a center  of. interest  for  every  student  of  the  life  of  Penn.  The 
project  provides  for  fireproof  storage  facilities  which  will  make  it  possible 
to  utilize  Pennsbury  as  a depository  for  books  and  manuscript  materials  relating 
to  Penn  and  his  time.  The  Historical  Commission  looks  forward  to  -the  time  when 
it  may  become  the  center  for  the  study  of  that  period  of  Pennsylvania  colonial 
history. 

Mention  of  this  outstanding  project  would  not  be  complete  without  a 
tribute  to  those  individuals  and  agencies  making  it  possible  . The  members  of 


the  Sixth  Historical  Commission  who  persevered  in  pressing  the  plan  in 
the  face  of  what  seemed  to  be  insuperable  obstacles,  especially  are  to 
be  complimented.  Dr.  James  N.  Rule,  former  Chairman;  Dr.  Albert  Cook 
Myers, - lifelong  student  of  Penn  and  former  Secretary  of  the  Commission, 
and  Charles  Henry  Moon,  foimer  Commissioner  and  Bucks  County  Quaker  and 
ever  alert  protagonist  of  the  project,  are  to  be  singled  out  as  indivi- 
duals having  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  Pennsbury  project. 

Dr.  Donald  A.  Cadzow,  Commission  Anthropologist,  was  responsible  fern 
supervising  the  early  work  and  the  final  plans.  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  has  pressed  the  project  with  en- 
thusiasm and  interest  and  shares  in  the  credit  for  its  final  realization 
with  other  members  of  the  present  Historical  Commission.  To  the  present 
Commission  and  its  chairman,  Frank  W.  Melvin,  every  Pennsylvanian  should 
be  indebted  for  the  vigor  with  which  they  have  fought  for  a successful 
realization  of  the  ambition  to  restore  Pennsbury.  The  General  State 
Authority  and  the  administration  under  which  it  f ’unctions  are  worthy  of 
praise  for  their  vision  in  sensing  the  importance  of  historical  projects 
as  legitimate  for  consideration  in  a public  works  program.  Finally,  the 
..Warner  Company  must  again  be  commended  for  its  generosity  and  public  spirit 
in  transferring  the  property  irrevocably  to  the  Commonwealth.  It  stands 
as  a unique  example  of  the  spirit  which  should  prevail  whenever  private 
property  endowed  with  a public  interest  through  its  historical  connections 
becomes  a subject  of  negotiation  for  historical  purposes. 


THE  175TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  BUSHY  RUN 

While  the  present  swing  of  the  pendulum  of  Pennsylvania  historical 
activi  is  strongly  toward  the  eastern  section  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  autumn 
i-t  will  have  returned  very  probably  to  the  western  area.  Among  several  rea- 
sons for  this  is  the  175th  anniversary  in  August  of  the  rightly  famous  and 
decisive  battle  of  Bushy  Run*  While  the  significant  stages  in  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  western  portion  of  Pennsylvania  came  a century  later  than 
those  of  the  seaboard,  some  of  the  most  important  history  of  the  Commonwealth 
centers  about  this  period.  The  central  western  and.  north  western  portions  of 
Pennsylvania  were  the  centers  in  the  last  half  of  the  18th  century  of  the 
struggle  for  empire  between  France  and  Groat  Britain.  Once  this  struggle 
was  determined,  the  fate  of  the  entire  thirteen  colonies  was  settled.  Had 
French  forces  triumphed  during  the  famous  French  and  Indian  War,  the  final 
and  decisive  struggle  in  that  great  series  of  international  wars  sometimes 
referred  to  as  ’’the  second  Hundred  Years  War,”  the  control  of  all  North  Americ 
very  likely  must  have  become  theirs.  That  Great  Britain  could,  in  the  face 
of  the  general  world  situation  of  the  time,  have  continued  to  protect  her 
colonies  and  maintain  her  supremacy  is  doubtful. 


Pontiac’s  Conspiracy 

The  triumph  of. British  arms,  signalized  by  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1763,  marked  the  birth  of  the  Empire  and  urged  Horace  Walpole  to  advise  his 


4 


countrymen  to  burn  their  histories  of  Greece  and  Rome,  "little  peoples" 
as  contrasted,  with  the  might  of  Britain.  All  was- not  secure,  hot/ever, 
after  the  defeat  of  the  French.  The.  Indian  power  in  the  western  portions 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Ohio  country  was  yet  to  be  broken.  A majority  of 
well  informed  persons  are  familiar  with  the  story  of  the  famed  conspiracy, 
by  the  ingenious  Indian  leader  Pontiac.  Few,  however,  appreciate  the  fact 
that  the  defeat  of  this  grandiose  scheme  which  threatened  to  destroy  the 
new-born  British  hegemony  over  the  western  territories  was  accomplished 
in  a strategic  battle  fought  on  Pennsylvania  soil  August  5 and  6,  1763. 

Colonel  Henry  Bouquet 

Organized  by  Pontiac,  the  Indians  of  the  Northwest  swept  do?/n  upon 
the  Pennsylvania,  frontier  in  the  late  summer  of  1765  in  a concerted  attack 
which  resulted  in  the  quick  capture  of  a majority  of  the  English'  outposts 
of  that  section  and  the  threatening  of.  Fort  Pitt,  gateway  to  the  entire  west. 
The  Swiss-born  French  Protestant  Colonel  Bouquet  was  order  d to  meet  the 
challenge  to  the  whito-  control  of  the  region.  Bouquet  had  come  to  America 
in  1756,  served  with,  the  Forbes  expedition  against  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
French.  In  this  campaign  he  had  distinguished  himself  for  his  ability  to 
drill  his  troops  in  such  a fashion  as  to  outguess  the  Indians.  The  building 
at  Fort  Pitt  and  the  protection  of  the  Pennsylvania  frontier  had  been  under 
his  personal  supervision  for  seme  years.  The  brilliant  young  British  officer 
was  called  upon  to  serve  in  this  hour  of  crisis.  In  Philadelphia  at  the  time, 
enjoying  a respite  from  the  rigorous  service  of  the  • frontier , Bouquet  hastened 
westward  with  a forco  of  some  900  with  350  pacx  horses  with  supplies.  His 
troops  were:-  veteran  Scotch  Highlanders.  At  Fort  Ligonier,  he  left  his  supp- 
lies and  heavy  guns  to  meet  the  Indian  forces  at,  a chosen  battle  ground.  In 
the  afternoon  of  August  oth  Bouquet  found  himself  surrounded  and  subject  to 
annihilation  by  an  Indian  attack  at  Bushy  Run  with  forces  nearly  triple  his 
own.  A strategic  maneuver  the  following  day,  faking  a retreat  and  drawing 
the  Indians  into  open  battle  and  a flank  attack,.,  enabled  the  clever  commander 
to  best  his  enemies  and  win  the  battle  which  broke  the  backbone  of  the  Pontiac 
Conspiracy.  • . 

i • 

Bouquet  followed,  his  advantage  the  following  year  by  visiting  the 
Onio  country  and  forcing  a treaty  of  peace  which  lasted  until"the  eve  of  the 
Revolution  and  macie  possible  the  beginnings  of  the  New  West  in  terms  of  the 
expansion  of  white  settlement.  The  firm  British  control  thus  established 
encouraged  the  foundations  of  a new  frontier  west  of  the  mountains,  which  in 
turn  played  no  small  part  in  determining  the  American  interest  in  the  region 
leading  to  its  acquisition  as  the  territory  of  the  United  States  following  the 
Revolution.  For  his  services,  Bouquet  won  the  thanks  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Assembly  and  naturalization  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Province.  Dr.  E. 
Douglas  Branch  characterizes  Bouquet  as  .the  "most  bri  lliant -leader  of  light 
infantry  that  the  French  and  Indian  War  produced....." 


The  site  of  the  battlefield  is  now  a Pennsylvania  State  Park. 

The  movement  to  establish  the  park  was  begun  in  1918  and  made  possible  in 
part  by  a penny  subscription  among  70,000  children  of  Westmoreland  County 
public  and  parochial  schools.  Six  and  one-half  acres  of  land  were  pur- 
chased, and  subscription  and  funds  of  the  General  Assembly  have  added  to 
the  grounds  until  it  now  includes  132  acres.  Appropriate  markers  and  a 
museum  are  dedicated  to  the  historic  aspects  of  the  site.  The  remainder 
is  in  a process  of  development  as  one  of  the  many  new  recreational  park 
areas  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Agitation  for  a proper  observance  of  the  175th  anniversary  of 
this  important  engagement  began  some  time  ago.  Colonel  Henry  W.  Shoemaker, 
State  Archivist,  A. Boyd  Hamilton  and  Albert  M,  Rung  have  been  among  the 
leaders  i’n  the  movement.  The  January  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission  endorsed  the  project.  Plans  are  now  in  a process  of  f oimulati  on 
by  which  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies  may  assume  leader- 
ship in  sponsoring  a suitable  celebration  in  August.  Cooperation  of  the 
historical  societies  of  the  region  lias  been  promised,  and  the  Frontier  Forts 
and  Trails  Survey  of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  has  offered  its  services. 
Properly  planned,  a celebration  of  some  significance  might  be  staged.  That 
one  should  be  goes  without  question.  It  would  indeed  be  little  short  of 
shameful  should  the  historical  agencies  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
neglect  to  commemorate  this  event  of  such  vital  importance  in  American  history. 


Forefather's  Day 

As  the  300th  Anniversary  celebration  of  the  founding  of  Pennsylvania 
reactf^ne  of  its  peaks  in  the  statewide  recognition  on  April  8th  of  "Forefather’s 
Day;”  the  significance  of  the  colony  of  New  Sweden  as.  the  beginning  of  the 
institutional  development  of  Pennsylvania  is  coming  to  be  more  and  more  recog- 
nized. The  importance  of  Tinicum  as  the  originating  point  for  the  political 
life  and  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth  already  has  been  cited  in  earlier 
issues  of  Pennsylvania  Notes. 

It  is  equally  important  to  emphasize  that  the  foundational  develop- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  economic  and  social  life  dates  from  this  colony.  In  1643 
there  came  to  the  settlement  with  Governor  John  Printz  the  famous  Johan  Campanius, 
who  constructed  at  Tinicum  after  the  style  of  the  country  churches  of  Sweden 
the  first  house  of  worship  erected  upon  Pennsylvania  soil.  It  is  important  to 
note  that  Printz  himself  was  instructed:  "Above  all  things,  the  .Governor  shall 
endeavor  to  see  to  it  that  God  the  most  high  be  paid... a true  and  befitting 
worship  and  proper  honor,  laud  and  praise,..."  Organized  religion,  therefore, 
found  its  beginnings  with  New  Sweden. 

The  original  social  life  of  Pennsylvania  began  at  Tinicum  with  a 
typically  frontier  background.  The  Swedes,  Finns  and  Dutch  of  the  colony  lived 
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under  conditions  almost  exactly  similar  to  those  associated  with  pioneer 
Virginia  and  New  England,  The  most  common  dwelling  was  the  log  cabin, 
a habitation  well  known  to  northern  Sweden  and  Finland  from  which  a majority 
of  the  Pennsylvania  pioneers  came.  These  cabins  usually  contained  the 
familiar  stone  fireplace,  dirt  floor,  rough  hewn  home  furnishings  and 
spinning  wheel  associated  with  the  later  American  frontier. 

1 " 

Dress  and  social  life  weie  inevitably,  simple',  for  the  majority 
possessed  no  wealth.  The  manufacture  of  clothing  and  utensils  in- the  home 
was  common.  Food  consisted  mainly  of  meat  from  the  forest  and  fish  from 
the  river,  while  the.  pioneer  farmers  early  provided  peas,  beans,  turnips  ...... 

and  Indian  corn  -from  their  cleared  lands;  The  early  erection  of  grist 
mills  made  possible  the  grinding  of  coarse  flour. 

The  intellectual  accomplishments  of  these  pioneers  ;we>re  of  no  mean 
oruer.  The  first  maps  and  geography  of  the  Delaware  region  on  any  accurate 
basis  'were  provided  by  those  connected  -with  New  Sweden.  The  first  astro- . . . 
nomical-  and  weather  observations  in  North  America  are  credited  to  them. 

Botani cal  _ studies  pursued  at  • Tini cum  mere  ;a  contribute. oh  to  early -Pennsylvania 
science.  The  first  philolovic-ol studies  of  the  Lenape  Indian  language  were  , 
made  by  the  Swedes,  and  the-  translation  of  the  Lutheran  catechism  -into  the 
Indian  tongue,  was  an  outstanding  accomplishment.  It  is  interesting  to.  note 
further  that  the  first  church  organ  and  church  music  in  Pennsylvania  found  a 
place  in  the  life  of  New  Sweden. 

The  foundations  of  Pennsylvania  agriculture  and  industry  date  likewise 
from  the  pioneer  colony.  Governor  Printz  was  instructed  to  "urge  and  arrange 
about  agri culture  and  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  setting  and  urging  the  people 
thereto  with  zeal  and  energy...,"  The.  cultivation  of  tobacco,  improvements 
in  livestock  breeding,  larger  utilization  of  forest  resources  and  similar  agri- 
cultural enterprises  were  emphasia^ed  as  proper  subjects  of  concern  by  the 
Governor.  The  Instructions  were  followed  with  z.eal.  New  lands  were  cleared; 
slow -plooding. oxen  broke  the  -sod  of  early  Pennsylvania  and  created  the  first 
cultivated  farm  lands  of  the  Commonwealth.  , 

Industrial  Pennsylvania  also  began  with  the  enterprises-  conducted,  in. 
New  Sweden.  The,  first  grist  mill,  the- fir st  brickyards  and  lumbering  date  back 
to  the  colonists  of  the  Delaware.  As.  early  as  1643-44  boat  building  was  under- 
way, while  the  manufacture  of  barrels-,  and  casks-  and  the  making  of  ^tools  and  imple 
rnents  by  the  blacksmith  was  carried  on  at  and  about  Tinicum.  The 'colony-  under 
the  direction  of  doughty  and  able  Johan  Printz  was  indeed  the  center  of  multi- 
farious social  , and  economic  activities.  They  constitute  the  true  beginnings  ■* 
of -Pennsylvania  civilization. 
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Pennsylvania  History  in  the  Schools 

April,  1958,  was  somewhat  distinguished  in  Pennsylvania  by  the 
large  number  of  conferences  devoted  almost  entirely  to  the  consideration  of 
ways  and  means  for  utilizing  local  and  state  history  in  the  public  school 
program.  The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  played  an  important  part  in 
staging  several  of  these 'meetings, 'and  the'  Commission  Historian,  Mr.  Sylvester 
K.  Stevens,  appeared  on  the  program  of  all  but  one.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
gatherings  not  only  betoken  an  increasing  present  awareness  upon  the  part  of 
the  schoolmen  in  Pennsylvania  of  the  importance  of  local  history,  but  that 
they  may  become  annual  affairs. 

Two  conferences  were  scheduled  on  April  2nd.  At  Indiana  State 
Teachers  College,  Indiana.,  the  subject  of  "Pennsylvania  in  American  History” 
was  under  consideration.  Three  important  phases  of  the  Pennsylvania  role  in 
national  history  were  considered  by  three  notable  and  competent  speakers. 
Senator  C.  Hale  Sipe  presented  the  history  of  New  Sweden;  Dr.  J . Paul  Selsam 
discussed  the  Pennsylvania  contribution  to  the  origination  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  while  Dr.  Robert .Fort enbdugK  emphasized  the  significance  of 
Gettysburg  and  the  Civil  War  era. 

At  the  Bucknell  University  History ■ Conference , a scholarly ■ paper  on 
the  contribution  of  the  Scotch  Irish  to  Pennsylvania  politics  was  presented 
by  a leading  Pennsylvania  historian,  Dr.  Wsyiand  F.  Dunaway.  Dr.  Roy  F. 

Nichols  brilliantly  analyzed  the  new  importance  of  local  history  in  the  writing 
and  interpretation  of  national  affairs  and  history.  Leroy  Koehler  of  the  East 
Stroudsburg  State  Teachers  College  and  Mr.  Stevens,  Commission  Historian, 
discussed  the  utilizing  of  local  history  in  the  school  program. 

Clarion  State  .Teachers  College  was  host  April  9th  to  the  Social 
Studies  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association  for  that 
section.  In  connection  with  the  program,  Mr.  Stevens  presented  practical 
suggestions  as  to  ways  and.  means  by  which  local  and  state  history  might  be 
profitably  employed  by  teachers  in,  enriching  their  social  studies  classes. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  is  sponsoring 
a new  social  studies  program,  an  effort  was  made  to  show  how  Pennsylvania 
history  and  government  might  be  of  importance  in  contributing  to  its  success- 
ful functioning. 

, At  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  on  April  23rd  the  Historical 

Commission,  as  at  Bucknell  University,  once  more  cooperated  directly  in 
arranging  a conference.  The  program  was  placed  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  local  public  school  teachers  of  the  surrounding  counties.  A stimulating 
exposition  of  the  Pennsylvania  history  program  of  the  Altoona  High  School  was 
presented  by  a representative  from  that  school.  Professor  Dickey.  Mr.  S.  L. 
Denniston  of  the  Westmoreland -Fayette  Historical  Society  told  those  present  of 
.the  success  of  his- group  in  forwarding  cooperation  between  the  historical 
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society  and  the  schools  of  the  two  counties.  This  attracted  much  attention 
and  interest.  The  Commission  was  again  given  an  opportunity  to  present  its 
interest  in  forwarding  such  a program. 

It  is  felt  by  those  concerned  that  these  meetings  have  been  very 
successful.  It  is  noticeable  that  several  educators  attending  have  expressed 
a willingness  to  cooperate  in  sponsoring  similar  meetings  at  other  institu- 
tions in  the  autumn.  It  is  the  objective  of  the  Historical  Commission  to 
cover  the  Commonwealth  with  a series  of  these  regional  meetings  devoted  for 
the  most  part  to  the  problems  of  local  and  state  history.  While  state-wide 
meetings  such  as  those  sponsored  by  the  Federation  of  Historical  Societies 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  are  very  important  to  the  historical 
life  of  the  Commonwealth,  there  is  a feeling  that  a series  of  regional  meetings 
would  reach  a larger  number  of  persons  more  frequently.  Such  regional  gather- 
ings should  ultimately  supplement  and  expand  the  work  of  both  the  Federation 
and  the  Association. 

Several  hundred  individuals,  principally  public  school  teachers, 
have  been  reached  by  these  conferences.  Bad  weather  and  the  pioneer  nature 
of  several  ventures  prevented  a larger  attendance.  The  Commission  hopes, 
however,  for  even  greater  success  in  the  future.  A truly  amazing  amount  of 
interest  in  local  history,  and  its  increased  development  as  a part  of  the 
school  program  upon  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  public  school  teachers  and 
officials  is  manifest  in  this  Commonwealth.  From  every  section  there  flows 
into  the  Harrisburg  office  of  the  Historical  Commission  information  and  news 
of  state-wide  activities  directed  to  this  end. 

In  Somerset  County,  the  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Guy  N. 
Hartman,  has  sponsored  a county-wide  project  in  which  senior  students  in 
English  classes  will  prepare  a paper  upon  some  phase  of  local  history.  The 
material  for  the  papers  must  be  obtained  mainly  from  the  sources  in  county 
records,  newspaper  files,  etc.  In  Lycoming  County  under  Superintendent 
Frank  II.  Paint, er  a cooperative  arrangement  with  the  Federal  Writers  Project 
for  Pennsylvania  has  been  worked  out  which  will  result  in  the  preparation 
and  distribution  of  a Lycoming  County  history  for  use  in  the  schools.  The 
Westmoreland-Fayette  branch  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society 
has  been  very  successful  in  sponsoring  high  school  history  clubs  and  in 
securing  cooperation  of  the  schoolmen  in  the  programs  and  activities  of  the 
society . 

The  Pennsylvania  300th  Anniversary  Commission  made  a definite 
contribution  to  the  use  of  Pennsylvania  History  in  the  schools  of  the 
Commonwealth  with  its  program  for  the  observance  on  April  8th  of  ’’Foref ather * s 
Day.”  Virtually  every  school  in  Pennsylvania  planned  some  observance.  The 
Anniversary  Commission  under  Frank  W.  Melvin  cooperated  with  the  Historical 
Commission  and  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade , Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in 
distributing  educational  material  to  the  schools  to  aid  in  their  observance. 

This  consisted  of  (1)  a pamphlet  on  the  history  of  New  Sweden  and  Pennsylvania 
Foundations;  (2)  a pageant  prepared  by  the  Museum  Extension  Division  of  the 
WPA  depicting  significant  incidents  in  the  founding  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
(3)  a number  of  Swedish  costume  plates  in  color,  likewise  prepared  by  the 
Museum  Extension  service.  All  of  this  was  made  use  of  in  a majority  of  Penn- 
sylvania schools  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  connection  with  the 
’’Forefather’s  Day”  observance.'  Its  educational  value  is  hardly  to  be  doubted. 


The  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg 


Three-quarters  of  a century  avo  nearly  200,000  men  in  Blue  and 
Gray  struggled  in  a titanic  three  day  battle  at  historic  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania.  It  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  decisive  battles 
of  the  Civil. War  and  the  spot  has  been  hallowed  additionally  from  associa- 
tion with  the  historic  address  of  Lincoln.  It  is  today  one  of  the  splendid 
National  Farks  of  the  United  States. 


Twenty-five  years  ago,  after  the  scars  of  the  battle  had  healed, 
some  54,000  veterans  of  this  campaign  met  in  their  first  joint  reunion  and 
in  1913  every  section  of  the  nation  hailed  this  new  evidence  of  national 
solidarity.  An  agreement  was  reached  to  hold  a similar  reunion  at  the  end 
of  the  next  quarter  century  period.  Therefore,  1938,  becomes  the  great 
anniversary  year  and  thousands  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  will 
visit  Gettysburg.  There  are  few  of  the  veterans  of  that  historic  campaign 
remaining  today,  but  their  descendants  and  thousands  of  the  veterans  of 
other  wars  will  participate  in  a great  patriotic  festival  lasting  from 
June  29  to  July  6,  1938  in  the  Blue  and  Gray  Reunion. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Federal  Government  are 
cooperating  in  this  great  enterprise.  Preparations  have  been  going  forward 
for  some  two  years,  principally  under  the  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Commission  appointed  by  Governor  George  H.  Parle.  Senator  John  S. 

Rice  of  Gettysburg  is  chairman,  assisted  by  Dr.  Henry  W.  A.  Hanson,  General 
F.  B.  Kerr,  Colonel  Victor  C.  Mather,  the  Honorable  William  S.  McLean, 

Gerald  F.  O’Neill,  and  William  A.  Schnader  with  General  Edward  C.  Shannon 
and  Dr.  Willis  D.  Hall.  Paul  L.  Roy  is  Executive  Secretary  with  neadquarters 
at  the  Hotel  Gettysburg  at  Gettysburg. 


The  United  States 
assi sted  by  Governor  Hugh  L 
of  Pennsylvania,  Honorable 
and  Honorable  Marvin  Jones, 


Commission  is  headed  by  the  Secretary  of 
,.  White  of  Mississippi,  Senator  Joseph  P 
Harry  L.  Haines,  Pennsylvania  member  of 
member  of  Congress  from  Texas. 


War , 

. Guffe 
C^ngres 
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Veterans  from  every  part  of  the  union  already  are  announcing  their 
intention  to  be  present.  While  the  ceremonies  open  June  29th,  the  first 
event  of  major  importance  is  Reunion  and  Governors’  Day  on  July  1st.  Flood 
descendants  of  prominent  leaders  of  the  Civil  War  both  North  and  South  and 
a majority  of  the  Governors  of  the  various  states  are  expected  to  be  present. 


Saturday,  July  2nd,  has  been  scheduled  as  Veterans’  Day.  ’’Younger” 
veterans  of  the  Spanish  American  and  World  Wars  will  unite  with  the  survivors 
of  the  War  for  Southern  Independence,  as  the  Civil  War  has  been  aptly  termed. 
The  United  States  Army  will  cooperate  in  producing  a brilliant  display  in 
connection  with  the  events  of  the  day.  The  following  Sunday,  July  3rd,  will 
be  given  over  to  open  air  memorial  services  in  the  morning  and  to  a dedication, 
of  the  Eternal  Light  Peace  Memorial  in  the  afternoon  at  three  o'clock.  This 
Memorial,  from  the  top  of  which  will  burn  an  eternal  flame,  has  been  made 
possible  through  the  appropriations  of  several  states  and  Congress.  It  will 
be  dedicated  by  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt. 
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July  4 there  will  he  staged  a gigantic  and  spectacular  military 
demonstration  in  the  form  of  maneuvers  which  will  embody  educational  features 
for  every  person  present.  This  will  be  performed  by  veterans  of  the  United 
States  Army.  The  evening  of  the  same  day  will  witness  an  elaborate  display 
of  fireworks.  The  following  two  days  will  witness  a moderation  of  the  formal 
program  and  provide  time  for  a gradual  departure  of  visitors  after  allowing 
abundant  time  for  personal  visiting  and  informal  reunions. 

Gettysburg  will  be  prepared  to  adequately  entertain  thousands  of 
visitors.  A special  commemorative  coin  minted  by  the  United  States  is 
being  sold  by  the  Pennsylvania  State  Commission  at  $1.65.  The  proceeds  will 
be  used  to  defray  in  part,  the  expenses  of  the  celebration,  total  cost  of 
which  is  expected  to  approximate  $500,000. 


Further  Pennsylvania  Anniversaries 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  number  of  PENNSYLVANIA  NOTES  to  the 
Bushy  Run  anniversary.  Bruce  A.  Hunt,  head  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation 
of  Historical  Societies,  has  appointed  a committee  to  arrange  for  the 
appropriate  recognition  of  this  event.  .Albert  M.  Rung,  of  Harrisburg,  heads 
the  committee,  assisted  by  A.  Foyd  Hamilton,  Senator  C.  Hale  Sine,  Dr.  Guy  C. 
Ronn,  John  H.  Biddle,  3.  L.  Denniston,  Rev.  J.  Paul  Harman , Franklin  W. 
Holbrook,  C.  M.  Bomberger,  Max  Henri ci , Col.  He ary  W.  Shoemaker,  Hon.  John  S. 
Fisher,  Hon.  Herman  P.  Eberharter,  Mrs.  Frank  Black,  Charles  F".  Maxwell.  Thd 
committee  is  a distinguished  and  able  one,  composed  of  persons  seriously 
interested  in  the  event,  and  it  is  expected  that  fruitful  results  will  follow 
from  its  organization. 

The  Pennsylvania  500th  Anniversary 

"Forefather’s  Day”  was  celebrated  .throughout  Pennsylvania  with 
great  success  on  April  8.  The  dinner  and  celebration  at  Philadelphia  w'ere 
noteworthy  in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  celebrations.  Thousands  of 
schools,  historical  and  fraternal  organizations  joined  in  presenting  programs 
in  commemoration  of  the  30Cth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Typical  of  the  interest  exhibited  by  Swedes  and  Finns,  who  had  a peculiar 
interest  in  the  celebration  because  the  two  races  shared  honors  in  the 
founding  of  New  Sweden  end  thereby  of  Pennsylvania,  was  a monster  gathering 
at  the  Strong  Vincent  High  School  auditorium  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 
Approximately  fifteen  hundred  Swedes  and  Finns  with  friends  attended  exercises 
which  included  the  presentation  of  folk  dances  and  music  of  the  two  nations, 
an  address  by  the  Commission  Historian  and  the  presentation  of  motion  pictures 
showing  the  evolution  of  Governor  Print z Park  at  T ini cum  by  Donald  A.  Cadzow, 
Commission  Anthropologist.  An  active  Swedish -American  society  has  taken  root 
in  Erie  as  a result  of  the  celebration.  In  Pittsburgh  a distinctive  exhibit 
of  Swedish  art  has  been  a feature  of  the  anniversary.  Every  section  of  the 
Commonwealth  has  renewed  its  knowledge  of  Pennsylvania  beginnings. 


June  2 R,  29  and  30  will  witness  the  climax  of  the  celebration 
with  the  arrival  of  distinguished  delegations  representing  both  the 
Swedish  and  Finnish  governments  at  Philadelphia.  Three  days  of  distinctive 
events  will  characterize  the  reception  of  the  notables  who  are  guests  of 
Pennsylvania.  Elaborate  military  and  naval  displays  and  a series  of 
receptions  and  dinners  wiil  feature  the  entertainment.  Honorary  degrees 
will  be  awarded  certain  of  the  officials  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Temple  University.  The  dedication  of  Governor  Frintz  Park  will  repre- 
sent a highlight  of  the  occasion.  The  dedication  of  the  American  Swedish 
Museum  and  of  the  John  Morton  Home,  reconstructed  by  the  Department  of 
Forests  and  Waters  of  the  Commonwealth,  will  also  take  place.  The  Museum 
has  been  characterized  for  the  past  several  months  by  feverish  activity  in 
organizing  and  adding  to  its  collections.  The  Museum  is  taking  shape 
rapidly  as  a principal  center  of  'Swedish -American  culture  in  the  United 
States.  In  ccneral,  it  appears  that  when  June  and  the  last  stages  of  the 
Pennsylvania  300th  Anniversary  celebration  are  over  a considerable  contri- 
bution to  the  rewriting  and  broader  understanding  of  the  colonial  beginning 
of  Pennsylvania  will  have  been  achieved. 


The  Franklin  Memorial 

■An  international  group  of  statesmen,  scientists  and  leaders 
in  the  world  of  finance  and  business  paid  tribute  May  19,  20,  and  21 
to  one  of  the  great  figures  of  early  Pennsylvania  and  American  History  - 
Benjamin  Franklin.  The  famed  Franklin  Institute  in  Philadelphia  was 
the  center  for  the  program.  On  the  first  day  Franklin  as  the  patriot 
and  the  man  was  memorialized.  The  French  and  British  Ambassadors  and 
the  Canadian  Minister  placed  wreaths  at  the  foot  of  the  heroic  white 
marble  statue  which  was  dedicated  formally  in  the  hall  of  the  Institute. 

A military  display  and  reception  and  banquet  for  -the  benefit  of  visiting 
notables  was  held  the  same  day. 

May  20th  found  Franklin  extolled  as  the  philosopher  and  educator. 
Representatives  of  leading  scientific  and  educational  societies  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  world  were  present.  In  the  evening,  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  conferred  degrees  in  a ceremony  recognizing  the  founder  of 
that  great  Pennsylvania  educational  institution.  Franklin  Institute 
made  use  of  the  occasion  for  the  awarding-  of  medals  for  distinguished 
service  in  the  field  of  science  and  education. 

The  third  day,  May  21st,  found  Franklin  honored  as  the  printer 
and  business  man.  Outstanding  engineers,  industrialists  and  financiers 
turned  -their  attention  to  a symposium  on  the  use  of  science  in  modern 
business  and  industry.  The  Poor  Richard  Club  sponsored  a civic  celebra- 
tion the  same  day.  Leaders  in  world  economic  and  scientific  affairs 
visited  the  Institute  in  connection  with  the  symposium. 
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The  Constitution  Anniversary 


Governor  George  H.  Earle  has  proclaimed  June  21st  to  be  observed 
as  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  Patriotic, 
historical  and  civic  societies  in  every  section  of  the  Commonwealth  will 
provide  suitable  meetings  in  recognition  of  the  date.  In  calling  attention 
to  the  importance  of  the  anniversary,  the  Governor  took  occasion  to 
emphasize  that  ” ... .Federal  democracy  excels  all  other  forms  of  government 
in  strength  and  durability.” 

The  principal  Commonwealth  sponsored  ceremonies  will  be  held  at 
Valley  Forge  on  June  19th.  The  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  will 
cooperate  with  the  Valley  Forge  Park  Commission  of  the  Commonwealth  in  a 
program  which  will  combine  recognition  of  the  Constitution  ratification 
date  two  days  later  with  tl  e 160th  anniversary  of  the  departure  of 
Washington  and  his  army  from  Valley  Forge  June  19,  1778. 

The  Valley  Forge  date  has  been  known  formerly  as  ’’Evacuation  Day” 
and  the  last  large  commemoration  was  held  sixty  years  ago  in  1878  coincident 
with  the  100th  anniversary  of  Valley  Forge.  It  is  peculiarly  fitting  that 
this  event  in  the  history  of  the  American  Revolution,  marking  the  end  of 
one  of  the  darkest  years  in  that  struggle  for . independence , should  be 
commemorated  at  the  same  time  as  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution 
marking  the  birth  of  the  nation  on  firm  Federal  foundations  almost  exactly 
ten  years  later  to  the  day. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Earle , wife  of  the  Governor,  is  chairman  of  the 
committee  in  charge  of  the  Valley  Forge  observance.  Col.  Robert  Morris, 
assistant  chief  of  staff  of  the  National  Guard  of  the  Commonwealth,  is 
chairman  of  the  arrangements  committee'. 


Pennsylvania  Interests  Itself  in  Preserving  Covered  Bridges 

Largely  as  the  result  of  the  inspiration  of  Colonel  Henry  W. 
Shoemaker,  distinguished  historian  and  folklorist  of  Pennsylvania  and  at 
present  State  Archivist  and  member  of  the  Historical  Commission,  a state- 
wide movement  is  under  way  to  forward  interest  in  the  preservation  and 
marking  of  the  covered  bridges  of  the' Commonwealth.  It  is  indeed  an 
important  work.  In  New  York  and  New  England  much  has  been  accomplished 
toward  this  end,  and  books  written  on  the  covered  bridges  of  those  sections, 
but  Pennsylvanians  strangely  have  been  laggard  in  this  work. 

The  movement  is  possessed  of  especial  importance  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  office  of  the  Historical  Commission  has  received  in  the  past 
months  several  requests,  some  of  which  have  been  outside  the  Commonwealth , 
for  information  as  to  covered  bridges  and  early  highways  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  most  cases  this  information  is  not  at  present  available.  A few 
historical  societies  have  presented  papers  on  these  matters,  but  not 
enough  to  make  possible  an  authoritative  booklet  on  a state-wide  basis. 
This  field  of  local  historical  research  deserves  more  attention  than  it 
has  received  in  the  past.  The  locating  and  mapping  of  early  trails  and 
routes  by  local  historical  societies,  the  locating  and  marking  where 
extinct,  and  otherwise  the  preservation  or  photographing  of  the  rapidly 
passing  covered  bridges  and  old  dirt  highways  of  the  Commonwealth,  are 
projects  deserving  of  consideration  by  every  historical  organization. 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Highways  has  been  conscious  of 
the  importance  of  such  matters  for  some  time  and  is  anxious  to  cooperate 
with  individuals  and  organizations  in  preserving  the  covered  bridges.  A 
recent  ruling  of  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General  has  been  handed  down 
which  permits  the  Highway  Department  to  turn  over  to  any  interested  local 
group  for  preservation  as  a historic  relic  any  covered  bridge  which  does 
not  have  to  be  removed  in  a highway  improvement.  In  many  cases,  reloca- 
tions have  made  possible  the  leaving  of  these  bridges  intact  provided 
parties  would  guarantee  to  care  for  them.  In  cases  where  the  bridge 
must  be  removed,  the  Department  will  encourage  dismantling  for  rebuild- 
ing by  local  agencies.  In  any  case,  it  is  possible  to  photograph  and 
record  for  posterity  significant  information  regarding  any  bridge  still 
standing.  If  a sufficient  amount  of  work  is  done  along  this  line,  it 
may  be  possible  one  day  to  write  the  history  of  our  early  highways  and 
bridges  in  Pennsylvania. 


NOTE:  Pennsylvania  Notes  will,  be  discontinued  for  the  summer  with  this 
number.  Publications  will  be  resumed  in  the  autumn. 


If 


• 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 1 1 1 1 i • I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 !> I II • l • II 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 » 1 1 1 1 1 •• II 1 1 1 ' 1 1 1 1 1 M • 1 1 1 f I » I » 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . • 1 1 1 1 1 « l ■ : : 1 1 1 ‘ I • I • i • 1 1 i • I • i 1 1 1 > 1 1 1 1 1 1 . • 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 « II 1 1 1 1 1 1 « 1 1 1 • I • I • i • 1 1 1 1 1 : 1 1 1 • I ■ ' I • • ■ 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 • II  • I • M l • > 1 1 1 1 1 1 • • . > » i l ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 . I ' ■ • i i 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


| r| 

j = j 
i?i 


if: 

: - 


I r : 
I = i 

I = ’ 

i = : 


| : : 
S f ; 


! t; 

: "i 


' I H I ! 1 1 II  I M 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 II  : 1 1 1 1 t I > 1 11 1 1 • I II  M 1 1 If  1 1 1 I < | II  ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  U 1 1 1 1 III  I >1 1 1 1 llil  I 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 • I M 1 1 M 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 ( ' M I I 1 1 i l > I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II I II I II 1 1 1 ■ I 1 1 1 M I : I I I 7!  I>  > t ■<  I . 1 1 | > I I I l|  I ' I I « I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 1 : II 1 1 1 1 1 M 1 1 I > I II I I '!  I II  : l M I I 


DEPARTMENT  OP  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 
Harrisburg 


ABSTRACTS 

FROM  THE 


BIENNIAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


MAY 


1938 


PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  CONCESSION 


REFORT  FOR  THE  BIENNIUM  ENDING  /AY  31,  1938 


Philosophy  and  Purpose 


The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  was  created  by  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  approved  July  25,  1913  and  consists  of  five 
members,  serving  without  compensation  and  appointed  by  the  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Under  the  Administrative  Code,  fiscal  control  of  the 
Commission  was  lodged  with  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Superintendent  made  an  ex  officio  member.  This  procedure  was  a definite 
recognition  of  the  educational  nature  of  the  Commission  functions. 

Among  the  major  duties  and  powers  of  the  Commission  as 
enumerated  by  the  Act  of  1913  and  subsequent  legislation  are:  (1)  the 
marking  of  historic  sites;  (g)  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over 
historic  properties  entrusted  to  its  administration  and  under  Common- 
wealth control;  (3)  the  publication  and  republication  of  works  of  a 
historical  or  archaeological  interest;  (4)  the  sponsoring  of  historical, 
archaeological  and  anthropological  writing  and  research;  (5)  in  con- 
junction with  the  Governor,  State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  General,  to  act 
as  Trustee  for  funds,  other  personal  property  and  real  estate  designated 
for  historic  maintenance  or  uses. 

The  full  achievement  of  these  important  areas  of  service  upon 
the  part  of  the  Commission  to  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  was  hampered 
for  decades  by  the  insufficiency  of  funds  appropriated  by  the  General 
Assembly.  The  wisdom  of  the  last  session  of  that  body  in  appropriating 
the  greatly  increased  sum  of  $55,000  for  the  biennial  use  of  the  Historical 
Commission  has  made  possible  a most  remarkable  expansion  of  the  service 
of  that  body.  The  appointment  of  a full  time  Historian  to  inaugurate  a 
statewide  historical  program;  the  improvement  and  development  of  Common- 
wealth properties  under  Commission  administration;  the  launching  of  a 
program,  of  publications  on  Pennsylvania  history;  the  servicing  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies  with  an  office  and 
secretary  capable  of  visiting  and  energizing  the  historical  societies, 
represent  major  phases  of  new  accomplishment  upon  the  part  of  the 
present  Commission  in  fulfillment  of  the  purposes  for  its  existence. 

The  Historical  Commission  believes  not  merely  that  Pennsylvania  has  a 
rich  historical  heritage,  but  it  has  acted  upon  the  assumption  that  a 
knowledge  of  that  history  and  its  importance  must  be  brought  to  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth  and  nation. 

Pr operties 


Over  a period  of  some  years  the  Commonwealth  has  become  the 
owner  of  several  important  historical  properties  located  in  various 
sections  of  Pennsylvania.  The  administration  of  a majority  of  these  is 
a responsibility  of  the  Commission.  One  of  the  major  projects  of  the 


Commission  during  the  biennium  has  been  the  improvement  and  proper 
development  of  those  properties.  Through  cooperation  with  the 
National  Youth  Administration,  and  in  particular  with  Works  Progress 
Administration,  it  has  been  possible  to  spend  thousands  of  dollars 
for  these  purposes.  The  Seventh  Historical  Commission  is  proud  of 
the  progress  made  in  this  important  phase  of  historical  work,  and 
confident  that  the  historical  properties  under  its  jurisdiction 
are  in  better  condition  and  have  been  more  fully  developed  and 
publicized  than  at  any  previous  time  in  their  history. 


A.  Cornwall  Furnace 


Located  in  Lebanon  County,  this  property  represents  one 
of  the  outstanding  monuments  to  the  development  of  the  American 
iron  industry.  Cornwall  was  turned  over  to  the  Commonwealth  during 
the  administration  of  the  Sixth  Historical  Commission  with  a 
supporting  endowment  of  $35,000  provided  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Buckingham. 
Unfortunately,  the  income  from  this  endowment  was  never  utilized  for 
the  proper  development  of  the  property.  The  present  Commission  has 
completed  the  transfer  of  responsibility  for  the  full  maintenance 
and  development  of  Cornwall  to  tv.e  Commonwealth,  Flans  are  approved 
for  the  proper  marking  of  the  property,  A pamphlet  on  Cornwall  has 
been  widely  distributed  and  resulted  in  an  increased  interest  in  the 
site,  fen  illustrated  booklet  for  the  purpose  of  further  advertising 
the  prope-rty  to  the  public  as  a historic  shrine  is  authorized, 

B.  Daniel  Boone  Homestead 

Act  No.  295  of  the  G-eneral  Assembly  approved  June  2,  1937 
provided  for  the  purchase  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  the 
Daniel  Boone  Homestead  in  Berks  County  to  be  "preserved  as  an 
historical  place  and  park  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth."  The  same  act  provided  for  the  "full  control,  management 
and  supervision  thereof,"  and  appropriated  $7,000  to  the  Department 
of  Property  and  Supplies  for  the  purchase.  Negotiations  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  property  were  completed  February  2,  1933  with  a 
payment  of  $6,000  to  the  owners.  The  Historical  Commission  proceded 
immediately  to  appoint  a Daniel  Boone  Homestead  Advisory  Committee 
with  eleven  members  to  assist  and  advise  in  the  development  of  the 
property  as  a shrine  for  the  youth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  nation. 

The  National  Youth  Administration  is  cooperating  with  the  Commission 
in  the  development  of  the  property  and  it  is  expected  to  be  one  of  the 
outstanding  points  of  interest  for  American  youth. 


C.  Echrata 


Act  No.  551  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  July  2,  1937 
provided  for  the  acquisition  through  the  Department  of  Property  and 
Supplies,  "by  purchase  or  £ift  or  condemnation  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  real  estate 
sometime  owned  by  the  Society  of  Seventh  Day  Baptists  of  Ephrata, 
located  in  Ephrata  Township,  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  commonly 
known  as  the  Ephrata  Cloisters,  now’  in  the  custody  and  control  of  a 
liquidating  trustee  appointed  by  the  Commonwealth  Couft , or  common 
pleas  court  of  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania." 

The  sum  of  $10,000  was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
Historical  Commission  in  the  maintenance  of  the  property  should  it  be 
acquired.  Unfortunately,  despite  the  utmost  diplomacy  in  the  effort 
to  negotiate  a satisfactory  purchase  for  the  Commonwealth  within  the 
limits  of  the  $15,000  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  the  Commission 
has  been  unable  to  date  to  acquire  this  important  site.  The  Attorney 
General  has  been  called  upon  to  investigate  the  possibility  of 
escheat  or  condemnation  proceedings  for  the  consummation  of  this 
project . 


D .  Fort  Augusta 


The  Commission  property  in  Sunbury  occupying  the  site  of 
Fort  Augusta  has  been  the  object  of  definite  improvements  during 
the  past  year.  Extensive  repairs,  painting  and  grading  have  resulted 
in  the  final  development  of  an  attractive  and  worthwhile  building, 
utilized  at  present  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Northumberland  County 
Historical  Society.  Total  costs  of  the  Commission’s  contribution  to 
the  property  under  WPA  auspices  amounted  to  approximately  $1,147,25. 
The  Society  has  cooperated  with  the  Commission  and  the  WPA  in 
sponsoring  a historical  and  archaeological  project  designed  to  record 
more  fully  the  history  of  Fort  Augusta  and  the  region.  A scale  model 
of  the  Fort  has  been  constructed  by  the  Museum  Extension  of  the  WPA 
and  will  be  erected  upon  the  property.  It  promises  to  become  an 
important  center  of  historical  interest  for  central  Pennsylvania. 

E.  Old  Economy 


In  western  Pennsylvania  an  important  Commission  property 
is  Old  Economy  at  Ambridge,  turned  over  to  the  Commonwealth  in  1916. 
Like  many  other  of  the  historic  sites  under  the  Commonwealth  juris- 
diction, it  formerly  had  been  neglected.  The  inauguration  of  the 
General  State  Authority  in  1935  made  possible  the  establishment  of 
a long  needed  project  for  repairs  and  restoration  vrork.  Charles  M. 
Stotz,  an  outstanding  western  Pennsylvania  architect,  wras  appointed 
by  the  Authority  in  cooperation  with  the  Commission  to  plan  this 
work.  The  total  cost  of  the  project  amounts  to  $15,000  and  at  the 
date  of  this  rerort  is  nearing  completion.  The  Commission  has 
expended  $9,633.00  of  its  own  funds  upon  the  property.  It  is 
expected  that  the  property  may  be  dedicated  formally  in  September, 
1938. 


P.  Pennsbury 


On  April  21,  1938,  the  ambition  of  many  years  upon  the 
part  of  thousands  of  historically  minded  Pennsylvanians  was  realized 
in  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the  inauguration  of  the  project  for 
the  restoration  of  Pennsbury  Manor  at  Tullytown,  Pennsylvania. 

Chairman,  Prank  W.  Melvin  of  the  Commission  presided  and  'Governor 
George  H.  Earle  placed  the  cornerstone  marking  the  inauguration  of  a 
project  of  the  General  State  Authority  sponsored  by  the  Commission 
for  the  complete  and  authentic  restoration  of  one  of  the  most 
important  sites  in  Pennsylvania,  if  not  in  the  entire  nation.  The 
Commission  previously  had  expended  approximately  $2,000  in  making’’  the 
restoration  possible  through  archaeological  and  historical  investiga- 
tion. Total  cost  of  the  Authority  project  will  amount  to  $238,000. 

Months  of  particular  research  went  into  many  items  of  the  restoration 
in  a successful  effort  to  secure  the  most  complete  authenticity  for 
every  architectural  feature.  The  Manor  House,  together  with  the  brew 
house,  bake  house,  office  building,  stable  and  caretaker’s  residence 
are  all  included  in  the  rebuilding  programs.  In  addition,  the  garden 
wall  and  formal  garden  of  the  original  Manor  will  be  restored  as 
nearly  according  to  the  original  design  as  careful  research  can  make 
it  possible.  It  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  when  completed,  Pennsbury 
Manor  will  become  one  of  the  show  places  historically  in  the  eastern 
United  States. 


G.  Print z Park 


As  noted  earlier,  Pennsylvania  engaged  in  1938  in  one  of  the 
major  celebrations  of  its  history  in  connection  with  the  300th  anni- 
versary of  the  establishment  of  white  civilization  on  Pennsylvania  soil. 
Through  the  generosity  of  the  Swedish  Colonial  Society,  the  Commonwealth 
was  presented  with  the  site  on  Tinicum  Island  of  the  first  center  of 
civilized  government  in  Pennsylvania.  This  magnificent  gift  of  the  land 
occupied  by  Port  Ne™  Gothenburg  and  the  Printzhof , home  of  Governor  Johan 
Printz  and  the  first  capitoi  building  of  the  Commonwealth,  was  accepted 
by  the  General  Assembly  in  1937. 

With  the  liberal  assistance  of  WPA  funds,  the  Historical 
Commission  proceded  immediately  to  undertake  the  archaeological  investiga- 
tion of  the  site.  As  a result,  thousands  of  relics  of  the  Swedish  occupa- 
tion were  uncovered  and  have  been  placed  in  the  Swedish  American  Museum  in 
Philadelphia.  Under  Commission  direction,  the  property  has  been  protected 
by  the  ejection  of  a seawall  and  improved  into  a splendid  park.  It  will 
become  a principal  center  for  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the  visit  of 
official  delegations  representing  the  Swedish  and  Finnish  governments  in 
1938.  The  park  will  be  formally  dedicated  by  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden 
June  29,  1938.  GomruLssion  expenditures  on  Governor  Printz  Park  to  date 
have  amounted  to  $4,700,  while  Federal  WPA  funds  expended  since  January  25, 
1937  have  totaled  $25,496,81. 
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WFA  Projects  and  Research 


The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  is  pleased  to  report 
that  during  the  biennium  it  has  experienced  unusual  success  in 
cooperating  with  the  Works  Progress  Administration  and  the  National 
Youth  Administration.  Historical  and  archaeological  research  projects 
have  been  carried  on  in  nearly  every  section  of  the  Commonwealth.  In 
several  instances,  cooperation  with  local  historical  societies  and  the 
formation  of  advisory  boards  made  up  of  local  persons  interested  in 
the  field  of  work  undertaken  has  resulted  in  stimulating  an  unusual 
degree  of  local  interest  in  and  support  of  Commission  sponsored  VJPA 
projects.  Bucks,  Crawford,  Delaware,  Erie,  Creene , Luzerne,  Lycoming, 
Somerset,  Venango,  and  Warren  counties  have  teen  the  centers  of  major 
projects  during  the  biennium.  Tot«*l  expenditures  of  the  vrFA  on 
Commission  sponsored  projects  since  1935  have  amounted  to  §449,262.26. 

It  readily  is  observable  that  these  projects  could  never  have  been 
undertaken  without  Y«PA  assistance.  Donald  A.  Cadzov,  Commission 
archaeologist,  maintains  a general  supervision  over  all  sponsored 
projects,  and  careful  reports  of  progress  are  filed  regularly  at  the 
Commission  offices.  Upon  completion,  all  records  of  research  by  each 
project  are  turned  over  to  the  Commission  as  a permanent  record.  A 
summary  statement  of  the  nature  and  results  of  the  various  projects 
follows: 

A.  Fort  Muncy  and  Lycoming  County 

Important  discoveries  were  made  on  the  site  of  Fort  Muncy 
and  in  Lycoming  County  by  a project  supervised  personally  by  Commissioner 
Hunt.  The  exact  size  and  position  of  the  Fort  were  determined  by 
archaeological  investigation.  Upon  the  basis  of  this  research,  a scale 
model  of  the  fort  has  been  completed  and  erected  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Museum  Extension.  Important  discoveries  relating  to  the  Indian  occupa- 
tion of  the  region  were  also  revealed.  The  project  was  under  the 
direction  of  Harry  L,  Schoff  of  the  UFA  archaeological  staff. 


B.  Somerset  County 


The  archaeological  expedition  operating  in  Somerset  County 
under  the  supervision  of  Edgar  Augustine  has  made  many  important 
scientific  discoveries  and  has  attracted  attention  as  one  of  the  out- 
standing archaeological  investigations  in  the  eastern  United  States. 

The  chief  significance  of  its  work  lies  in  the  recording  scientifically 
of  the  pre-historic  fortifications,  houses  and  burials  to  be  found 
in  this  section.  The  project  has  provided  scientific  evidence  that 
the  mound  builder  culture  extended  farther  East  than  previously 
believed.  Important  light  has  also  been  shed  on  the  pre-historic 
Indian  migrations  within  Pennsylvania.  Some  of  the  significant  results 
of  the  investigation  have  already  b^en  published  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Archaeolo  met . The  specialized  research  work  of  Dr.  Mary  Butler  has 
been  completed  and  is  in  the  process  of  publication. 
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C.  Luzerne  County 


The  Historical  Commission  sponsored  and  completed  a significant 
archaeological  project  in  Luzerne  County  in  an  endeavor  to  record  data 
concerning  the  life  of  ancient  man  within  this  area.  The  total  expendi- 
tures on  this  project  to  its  conclusion  on  July  8,  1936  amounted  to 
$9,374.56  in  WPA  funds.  The  Commission  was  called  upon  to  furnish 
nothing  beyond  sponsorship.  The  project  provides  an  interesting 
illustration  of  the  important  contributions  to  archaeological  research 
made  possible  without  the  expenditure  of  Commission  funds  through  cooper- 
ation with  the  VILA,  As  in  the  case  of  all  projects,  final  results  are 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Commission. 


D.  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey 

The  most  ambitious  project  of  the  Historical  Commission  in 
cooperation  with  the  WPA  has  been  the  sponsorship  of  this  Survey  operating 
in  Erie,  Warren,  Crawford  and  Venango  counties.  In  cooperation  with 
local  historical  and  patriotic  societies,  the  headquarters  of  this 
project  were  established  in  the  Old  Customs  House  in  Erie,  home  of  the 
Erie  County  Historical  Society.  The  Survey  involves  both  historical 
and  archaeological  research  in  this  region.  General  supervision  of  the 
project  has  been  under  Mr.  Wright , Commissioner  for  this  section.  The 
Commission  Anthropologist  and  Historian  have  kept  in  constant  touch 
with  the  Survey. 

The  archaeological  phase  of  the  Survey  centers  about  the 
excavation  of  the  sites  of  the  various  French  and  English  forts  built 
in  this  section,  the  survey  of  the  Old  French  Trail,  and  the  investi- 
gation of  significant  Indian  sites.  Much  valuable  data  centering 
upon  the  aboriginal  occupation  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania  and  the 
struggle  for  empire  between  Great  Britain  and  France  in  this  region 
in  the  third  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century  has  been  brought  to 
light.  It  will  provide  the  foundations  of  a historical  museum  project 
which  should  prove  of  great  value  to  the  educational  institutions  of 
this  section.  The  project  involves  in  addition  valuable  historical 
research.  Research  v/orkers  literally  have  combed  the  libraries  and 
depositories  containing  materials  relating  to  the  history  of  north- 
western Pennsylvania.  Translation  of  material  from  the  original  French 
has  provided  contributions  to  this  history  from  formerly  neglected  or 
unknovm  sources.  The  final  objective  of  the  historical  phase  of  the 
project  is  little  less  than  the  re-writing  of  the  history  of  this 
important  section  of  the  Commonwealth  from  its  beginnings  to  1820. 
Publication  projects  of  the  Survey  are  noted  under  a later  heading. 
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Director  of  the  Survey  for  the  WFA  has  been  Mr,  William  ?. 
Mann.  Assistant  Director,  Donald  K.  Kent  has  been  responsible 
directly  for  supervising  the  historical  work.  The  project  provide? 
another  apt  illustration  of  the  amazing  results  which  may  be  seeured 
at  little  expense  through  these  cooperative  enterprises.  Eegun 
July  29,  1937,  the  WFA  expenditures  on  the  project  to  March  10,  1938 
amounted  to  $42,735.12.  Costs  of  sponsorship  to  the  Commission  to 
date  have  represented  but  $2,000. 


E.  Pittsburgh  Museum  Extension 

On  August  3,  1937,  the  Commission  assumed  .Sponsorship  of 
the  Museum  Extension  Project  of  the  "TA  located  at  Pittsburgh.  The 
immediate  occasion  for  this  action  was  the  desire  to  facilitate  the 
educational  phases  of  the  150th  recognition  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  While  this  aspect  of  the  project  will  be  discussed 
later,  it  is  important  to  note  at  this  point  that  the- sponsorship  of 
Museum.  Extension  by  the  Commission  at  this  time  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  continued  growth  and  development  of  this  Important 
phase  of  the  WPA  educational  program*  The  Pittsburgh  project 
continues  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Commission.  The  project 
itself  has  expended  to  March  10,  1938,  $271,013*14  in  ,,TPA  funds 
without  any  cost  to  the  Commission.  Ey  far  the  largest  percentage- 
of  this  has  gone  towards  the  production  of  materials  suitable  for 
utilization  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth.  These  have 
included  the  preparation  of  plays,  puppets  and  stage  sets  for  school 
use;  costume  plates  illustrating  the  development  of  costume  through 
the  ages  for  classroom  utilization  in  history,  art  and  literature, 
production  of  lantern  slides  showing  the  history  of  architecture 
and  development  of  the  home,  preparation  of  models  and  maps.  The 
educational  importance  of  this  work  is  so  obvious  as  not  to  require 
further  emphasis. 


F.  Maritime  Statistics  Survey 

A project  for  the  survey  of  maritime  records  of  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  under  Commission's  sponsorship  was  proposed  in  August,  , 
1936  and  put  under  operation  January  20,  1937.  The  Survey  involves 
the  inventorying , transcribing  and  indexing  of  material  from  these 
records.  The  Commission  has  not  been  required  to  expend  any  of  its 
budgeted  funds  to  support  the  project,  but  merely  to  provide  super- 
vision and  sponsorship.  WPA  funds  expended  on  the  Survey  from 
January  20,  1937,  to  March  10,  193S,  amounted  to  $53,587.83. 


Publications 


In  connection  with  its  program  to  better  acquaint  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth  and  to 
bring  Pennsylvania  to  its  rightful  place  of  importance  in  the  history 
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of  the  nation,  the  Historical  Commission  has  engaged  in  an  ambitious 
publications  program.  As  a first  step  in  this  program  the  Seventh 
Commission  early  decided  to  clear  its  shelves  of  virtually  all  the 
formerly  unutilized  publications.  As  a result,  during  the  first 
year  of  its  existence,  thousands  of  copies  of  Commission  reports, 
archaeological  studies  and  pamphlets  mere  sent  out. 


A.  Former  Projects  Completed 

The  Commission  immediately  was  responsible  for  the  publi- 
cation and  distribution  of  the  Sixth  Report  of  the  preceding  Sixth 
Commission.  This  report  was  made  available  in  December  1937  and 
1,8C0  copies  were  distributed  to  the  Commission  mailing  list.  The 
Sixth  Commission  was  likewise  committed  to  the  publication  of 
Pennsylvania  Iron  Manufacture  in  the  Eighteenth  Century  by  Dr . 

Arthur  C.  Bining.  The  completion  of  this  publication  was  left  to 
the  present  Commission  and  was  delivered  in  May,  1938.  Five  thousand 
copies  of  this  are  in  process  of  distribution. 

B.  New  Projects 

Desiring  to  publicize  more  adequately  the  functions  and 
activities  of  the  Commission,  a mimeographed  bulletin  of  approximately 
eight  pages  entitled  Pennsylvania  Notes  was  presented  for  the  first 
time  in  December,  1937.  This  publication  met  with  an  enthusiastic 
reception  and  requests  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  list  have  come  from 
the  leading  libraries  in  every  section  of  the  country.  Originally 
planned  to  reach  2,000,  the  demand  resulted  in  an  increase  to  4,000 
within  four  months.  The  mailing  list  includes  Pennsylvania  newspapers, 
libraries,  historical  societies,  colleges  and  universities,  the  General 
Assembly  as  well  as  individuals.  Libraries  and  historical  groups  out- 
side the  Commonwealth  are  also  serviced.  In  the  autumn  of  1938  it  is 
planned  to  make  this  8 printed  publication  which  will  publicize  in  a 
dignified  fashion  the  manifold  activities  represented  in  the  work  of 
the  Commission.  The  Commission  has  cooperated  in  the  publication  and 
distribution  of  several  pamphlets  and  proclamations.  The  Proclamation 
of  Governor  George  H.  Earle  commemorating  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
Constitution  was  prepared  and  distributed  in  November,  1936,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Commission;  it  likewise  cooperated  in  similar  fashion 
in  connection  with  the  300th  Anniversary  Proclamation  issued  in  November 
1937.  The  Commission  Historian  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  a booklet 
in  December,  1937,  entitled  Pennsylvania  and  the  Ratification  of  the 
Constitution,  distributed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemora- 
tion Committee.  The  Historian  prepared  for  the  Pennsylvania  300th 
Anniversary  Commission  a pamphlet  on  The  Brief  History  of  the  Colon- 
ization of  New  Swden  Thereby  Establishing  the  Foundation  of  Pennsylvania 
As  a part  of  the  300th  celebration  the  Commission  published  and  dis- 
tributed 10, COO  copies  of  an  address  by  Senator  C.  Hale  Sipe  on 
Pennsylvania  Beginnings  in  the  Colony  of  New  Sweden. 
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Listed  for  eventual  publication  is  the  J.  C.  B.  Journal, 
a translation  of  the  recorded  experiences  of  a French  soldier  during 
the  era  of  the  French  occupation  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  first  major  publication  resulting  from  the  Frontier  Forts  and 
Trails  Survey.  The  Survey  also  has  scheduled  for  publication 
extracts  from  the  papers  of  Colonel  Henry  Bouquet,  a volume  of 
valuable  source  material  for*  the  era  of  the  French  and  Indian  Wars 
in  Pennsylvania.  Several  booklets  suitable  for  use  in  the  schools 
and  bearing  upon  the  history  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania  are  also 
scheduled. 

Miscellaneous  Services 


The  above  record  of  the  Commission  would  not  be  complete, 
nor  would  the  time  and  effort  of  its  staff  be  properly  understood, 
without  emphasizing  the  many  miscellaneous  activities  which  fall 
upon  the  office.  They  are  so  scattered  as  not  to  justify  a separate 
classification.  They  constitute,  however,  an  important  field  of 
service  and  consume  a considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  staff. 
Under  this  heading  should  be  mentioned  the  answering  of  historical 
inquiries  from  every  section  of  the  country.  During  the  biennium 
these  run  into  thousands  and  frequently  consume  much  time  in  answering. 

Advice  and  consultation  with  various  divisions  of  the 
Commonwealth  government  is  frequent.  The  historian  is  called  upon 
to  assist  the  Publicity  Commission  by  checking  many  of  its  publica- 
tions; to  furnish  historical  material  for  the  Pennsylvania  Manual 
and  other  publications.  He  has  assisted  in  securing  historical  data 
for  use  in  designing  decorative  features  of  the  Finance  Building 
under  construction  at  the  present  time. 

Both  the  historian  and  archaeologist  are  called  upon  at 
frequent  intervals  to  address  service  clubs  and  statewide  associations 
which  are  not  definitely  historical  in  character.  While  miscellaneous, 
these  services  are  important  to  those  for  whom  they  are  rendered.  They 
assist  in  bringing  the  services  of  the  Commission  and  its  work  to  the 
attention  of  thousands  who  might  otherwise  never  hear  of  the  body. 

They  assist  various  branches  of  the  government  in  its  operations. 

Summation 


The  Seventh  Historical  Commission  is  confident  that  the 
above  record  of  its  activities  fulfills  abundantly  the  purposes 
established  for  it  by  the  1913  and  subsequent  legislation.  The 
Commission  feels  that  it  has  performed  those  functions  assigned  to 
every  Commission  with  a degree  of  thoroughness  and  dispatch  never 
before  possible  due  to  former  inadequate  financial  support.  It  is 
confidant  that  these  functions  will  continue  to  be  performed  in  the 
future  with  even  greater  success,  provided  such  support  continues 
during  the  next  biennium, 
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The  Commission  is  further  pleased  to  call  to  the  attention 
of  the  Comronv ealth  the  number  of  new  activities  and  services  which 
it  has  been  able  to  render.  Its  unique  record  of  cooperation  with 
the  Federal  Government  in  its  relief  and  public  works  program  is  a 
source  of  pride  to  the  Commission  in  view  of  the  accomplishments 
otherwise  impossible  in  archaeological  research  and  the  repair  and 
reconstruction  of  properties. 

No  more  important  fields  of  service  have  been  undertaken 
by  any  Commission  than  those  connected  with  the  energizing  of  the 
historical  societies  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  campaign  to  intro- 
duce a wider  use  of  Pennsylvania  history  into  the  school  program. 

Both  represent  new  departures  in  Commission  practice,  and  are 
designed  to  fulfill  the  ambition  of  that  body  to  establish  a state- 
wide historical  program,  upon  a sound  foundation  for  the  future. 
Pennsylvania  history  is  marching  forward  at  a rapid  pace  to  new 
peaks  of  achievement  and  recognition,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission  is  proud  to  have  assumed  some  leadership  in  that  march. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTE 


The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  is  pleased  to  resume  issuing  I 
NOTES,  It  is  a matter  of  regret,  however,  that  it  has  been  found  f inane! 
inexpedient  to  are sent  the  NOTES  in  printed  form.  The  resronse  to  the  five  nur 
which  were  presented  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1938  was  so  gratifying  that 
thought  it  might  be  possible  to  print  a bulletin  on  Commission  activities.  m 
of  libraries  and  institutions,  both  within  and  without  the  Commonwealth,  which 
expressed  interest  in  the  NOTE'S  and  desired  to  have  them  as  a regular  addition 
collections  gives  evidence  of  a widespread  interest  in  Pennsylvania  historical 
Tiie  number  of  individuals  who  indicated  their  desire  to  be  -placed  on  the  mailir 
and  their  appreciation  at  the  opportunity  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  Commission 
•constitutes  a further  justification  for  the  continuance  of  the  NOTES. 
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The  ephemeral  nature  of  a mimeographed  bulletin  has  led  to  some  disregard 
for  accepted  editorial  practice  in  their  production.  It  is  difficult  to  guarantee  a 
regular  issuance  of  the  NOTES  from  month  to  month  because  of  the  limited  mimeographing 
and  mailing  facilities  available  to  the  Commission.  Therefore,  it  was  difficult  to 
date  the  NOTES  and  be  sure  that  they  could  be  issued  at  the  time  designated.  The 
amazing  acceptance  of  the  bulletin,  despite  its  limitations,  for  permanent  file  and 
use,  has  led  to  an  attempt  to  remedy  these  past  deficiencies  in  editorial  form. 


During  November  and  December,  1938  the  Commission  distributed  as  its  first 
issue  of  the  NOTES  for  the  remaining  portion  of  this  biennium  an  abstract  of  the 
biennial  report  presented  to  Governor  Earle  at  the  end  of  Nay,  1938.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  has  provided  a thorough  review  of  the  program  of  the  Commission  as  it  has  developed 
over  a two  year  period.  Those  who  receive  the  NOTES  and  are  interested  in  Pennsylvania 
history  will  be  glad  to  know  that  this  program  has  received  much  favorable  attention 
and  comment  from  other  states.  Pennsylvania  is  regarded  as  having  assumed  leaders hi 
in  many  fields  of  historical  activity,  notably  in  its  concern  for  the  restoration  ar 
improvement  cf  historic  properties. 


NEEDS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Note:  The  following  brief  analysis  of  the  needs  of  the  Commission  in  the  light  of  its 

past  program:  of  activity  was  prepared  in  connection  with  the  budget  for  the  1939-41 
biennium.  It  is  presented  here  in  the  belief  that  those  who  have  followed  the  work  cf 
the  Commission  will  be  interested  in  its  financial  needs  for  the  future.  If  Pennsyl- 
vania history  is  to  continue  its  forward  march,  the  Commission  will  need  the  full 
support  cf  its  friends  in  securing  adequate  financial  aid  for  1939-41. 


Pennsylvania  Invests  in  History 

During  the  mast  biennium  both  the  United  States  and  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  have  been  making  important  but  long  neglected  investments  in  Pennsylvania 
history.  This  Commonwealth  has  richer  historical  values  than  most  states.  For  genera- 
tions we  have  been  shortsighted  in  our  expenditure  of  funds  to  advertise  this  State, 

•e  must  attract  people  to  Pennsylvani a , and  we  must  bring  this  history  home  to  our 
:eople. 
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During  the  past  two  years  much 
sequences  of  those  long  years  of  neglect 
been  made  toward  placing  the  superior  hi 


has  been  done  to  remedy  the  unfortunate  con- 
. A beginning,  cut  a beginning  only,  has 
storical  attractions  of  Pennsylvania  upon  at 


least  a level  of  equality  with  other  states.  A task  cf  restoration, 
and  of  education  has  been  begun.  This  should  not  be  allowed  to  halt 
financial  support. 


of  imnrovene nt 
t hr o ur h lack  c f 


Since  1937,  the  Commonwealth  has  expended  in  various  ways  nearly  $200,000 
for  historical  purposes,  Of  this,  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  appro- 
priated $55,000  to  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  directly  and  made  available 
$140,000  for  two  major  historical  celebrations:'  The  150th  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  our  constitutional  government  upon  Pennsylvania  soil  has  been  commemorated;  the 
300th  anniversary  of  our  colonial  beginnings  with  the  settlement  of  Hew  Sweden  was 
appropriately  recognized. 


Historic  Properties  Irrvnroved 

With  the  $55,000  appropriated  to  it,  the  Historical  Commission  was  able  to 
inaugurate  a statewide  historical  and  archaeological  urogram  along  many  fronts.  The 
improvement  and  development  of  long  neglected  Commonwealth  historic  shrines  and  pro- 
perties was  undertaken.  At  Pennsbury  Manor  and  Daniel  Boone  Homestead  in  the  east 
and  Old  Economy  in  the  west,  Pennsylvania  is  restoring  properties  which  are  comparable 
in  importance  to  the  internationally  known  work  at  Williamsburg,  the  Pride  of  Virginia. 
With  the  aid  of  WPA,  the  Commission  undertook  a statewide  combined  archaeological  and 
historical  research  program  which  has  reached  at  least  a dozen  counties  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  unearthed  new  data  regarding  the  history  of  those  regions.  All  of  this 
work  was  undertaken  in  close  cooperation  with  tb-'-  WPA,  the  NYA  and  the  General  -State 
Authority,  In  excess  of  $l,34S,000in  public  works  funds  has  been  expended  by  these 
agencies  through  the  Commission  for  historical  purposes  in  Pennsylvania.  Employment 
has  been  provided  for  thousands  in  constructive  enterprises  of  permanent  value.  The 
properties  and  material  thus  left  to  the  state,  must  be  made  through  our  Commission, 
available  to  our  citizens. 


New  Commission  Services 

Equally  important  to  Pennsylvania  has  been  the  new  effort  of  the  Commission 
to  service  the  historical  agencies  of  the  Commonwealth . The  employment  of  a historian 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  office  staff  has  made  it  possible  to  render  a service  of 
advice  and  assistance  to  the  varied  historical  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  The  Commis- 
sion has  become  a coordinating  agency  in  the  stimulating  and  developing  of  hi storical 
interest  and  activity  in  ever-  section.  It  has  been  able  to' serve  thousands  of  indivi- 
duals through  answering  historical  inquiries  to  the  Governor,  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  and  the  Commission,  coming  not  only  from  Pennsylvania  but  from  the  entire 
cation , It  has  stimulated  the  use  of  Peuns—1 vania  history  in  schools.  It  has  aided 
divisions  of  the  state  government  in  preparing  publics. t-ions  and  answering  inquiries  bv 
expert  advice  - all  of  which  services  formerly  were  seri  ousl”  neglected. 

History  in  Print 


The  Commission  has  begun  a publications  program  to  remedy  the  glaring  gaps 
m the  historical  literature  of  the  Commonwealth.  Its  recent  nublication  on  the 
eighteenth  century  iron  industry  m Pennsylvania  received  national  reco^ni tier  and 


was  a major  contribution,  not  merely  to  Pennsylvania 


history,  but  to  American  his  to: 
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A Constitution  Bibliography  for 


the  schools  and  educational  materials 


f c r school  u so 

in  connection  with  the  two  major  celebrations  added  to  the  store  of  literature,  a 
monthly  bulletin  of  information  on  Pennsylvania  historical  activities  has  been  under- 
taken and  the  ucpular  demand  has  doubled  the  mailing  list,  since  its  iraagura '.ioi.* 
Thousands  of  copies  of  former  publications  have  been  distributed  and  many  exhausted 
though  the  popular  demand  for  them  continues. 


Pressing  Demands  Confront  the  Commission 


Forward  looking  as  these  steps  have  been,  they  will  be  of  little  permanent 
consequence  unless  the  Commission  is  able  to  build  upon  this  foundation  and  to  broaden 
and  strengthen  it.  Pressing  demands  confront  the  Historical  Commission  at  the  present 
moment  in  (1)  the  necessity  to  maintain  and  advantageously  utilize  the  great  pro 


as 


Pennsbury  manor,  Old  Economy,  Ephrata  Cloisters,  Daniel  Boone  Homestead, 


Frantz  Park,  Fort  Augusta  and  John  Brown  Tannery;  some  of  which  have  been  restored 
and  others  in  process  of  restoring;  (2)  the  imperative  need  to  publish  the  results  of 
historical  and  archaeological  research  covered  by  projects  of  the  cast  biennium,  which 
produced  materials  to  print  far  beyond  the  present  limited  budget  allocations  for 
publications;  (3)  the  demands  of  the  educators  of  the  Commonwealth  that  the  Commission 
further  assist  them  in  bringing  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  into  the  -public  school 
program,  plans  for  which  service  are  laid,  but  wait  upon  funds  for  execution;  (4)  the 
pressure  of  the  historical  societies  and  agencies  of  the  Commonwealth  which  desire  the 
Commission  to  expand  its  services  to  them  and  to  integrate  their  local  historical 
activities;  (5)  the  need  for  funds  to  continue  the  -program  of  cooperation  with  the 
WPA,  NYA  and  the  General  State  Authority  in  that  plans  are  available  for  further  con- 
structive buildings,  research  and  educational  projects  and  want  only  funds  for  sponsor- 
ship. To  realize  upon  its  historical  investment,  Pennsylvania  must  continue  and  in- 
crease the  support  it  has  begun  to  give  to  Pennsylvania  hi  story. 


COMMISSION  AO Tm TIES 


The  past  several  months  have  been  characterized  by  definite  progress  in- 
developing  the  plans  and  program  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission.  At  Fenns- 
bury  Manor  the  contractor  of  the  General  State  Authority  has  been  doing  a splendid  job 
of  restoring  the  home  of  the  Quaker  Founder.  Those  who  have  followed  the  project  have 
been  impressed  by  the  care  for  authenticity  and  detail  characteristic  of  the  contractor 
and  architect.  Then  completed  and  turned  over  to  the  Commission  for  administration 
within  a few  months  much  will  remain  to  be  done,  however.  landscaping  and  furnishing 
of  the  property  will  demand  much  attention  and  planning • It  will  consume  additional 
time  and  money.  Pennsylvania  will  need  to  provide  further  funds  to  fully  realize  on 
the  splendid  architectural  and  historical  values  inherent  in  the  Pennsbury  project. 

At  Old  Economy  in  western  Pennsylvania  the  General  State  Authority  contracts 
for  improvements  were  completed  early  in  the  summer  of  1938.  The  abridge  Borough 
Council  has  kindly  permitted  the  Commission  to  close  the  street  which  formerly  cut 
the  property  into  two  parts  and  this  will  make  possible  the  unified  development  of  the 
landscaping  program.  The  Museum  Extension  of  the  VPA  has  been  interested  in  a project 
to  classify,  arrange  and  provide  for  the  proper  display  of  the  $100,000  collection  of 
Did  Economy  relics  which  were  turned  over  to  the  Commonwealth . Work  on  this  has  alread 
oegun  and  will  make  possible  a fuller  utilization  of  the  property  with  much  greater 
public  interest  attached  to  it. 


On  November  1,  1938  the  Daniel  Boone  Homestead  at  Baums town  in  Berks  County 
rear  Reading  was  formally  dedicated.  Representatives  of  the  NYA,  the  office  of  the 
Governor  and  the  Commission,  in  cooperation  with  several  other  organizations,  -partici- 
pated in  the  exercises  which  are  described  more  fully  later. 


> 
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: onpl.-ted  and  dedicated  by  Prince  Bertil 


Governor  Printz  Park  at  Tinieum  wa: 
of  Sweden  on  June  28,  1938,  It  is  hoped  that  a project  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Printzhof,  home  of  the  first  Swedish  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Johan  Printz,  and 
seat  of  the  first  organized  government  conducted  on  Pennsylvania  soil,  may  be  under- 
taken in  the  future,  Pennsylvania  should  insist  that  this  important  historic  shrine 


be  fully  completed  by  this  restoration,  -»t  present,  it  is  a beautiful  park  befitting 
the  site  of  the  first  government  of  the  Commonwealth . The  thousands  of  valued  relics 
of  the  Swedish  occupation  which  have  been  placed  on  deposit  with  the  American  Swedish 
Historical  Museum  justify  the  project  for  the  archaeological  explorations  at  Tinicum, 


Cornwall  furnace  on  Route  522  near  Harrisburg  has  been  placed  fully  under 
Commission  control  for  the  first  tine  since  its  donation  to  the  Commonwealth.  Die 
property  was  already  in  excellent  condition.  A uniformed  caretaker  is  now  available 
to  adequately  show  the  property.  Adequate  signs  properly  pointing  cut  and  explaining 
the  important  operations  of  the  old  charcoal  iron  industry  have  been  erected,  adding 
much  to  the  utility  of  a tour  of  Cornwall. 


The  Historical  Commission  has  in  preparation  a handsome  illustrated  booklet 
which  will  present  a comprehensive  view  of  all  Commonwealth  properties  under  its 
administration.  The  text  for  this  new  bulletin  has  been  completed  and  will  soon  reach 
the  printer.  It  will  be  ready  for  distribution  within  the  next  few  months.  It  is 
believed  that  this  booklet  will  present  for  the  first  time  a complete  picture  of  the 
program  of  restoration  and  improvement  of  historic  sites  which  has  been  carried  for- 
ward in  Pennsylvania  during  the  past  biennium  under  Commission  auspices. 


Daniel  Boone  Homestead 


A person  who  came  into  the  office  of  the  Commission  recently  remarked  that 
he  had  always  associated  the  name  of  Daniel  Boone  with  Kentucky  and  in  no  way  with 
Pennsylvania,  This  is  undoubtedly  the  case  with  a majority  of  individuals,  even 
those  well  informed.  Few  indeed  are  there  who  appreciate  that  Daniel  Boone  was  born 
in  present  Berks  County,  a few  miles  from,  modern  Reading  and  a short  distance  off  the 
main  route  from  that  city  to  Philadelphia.  His  birth  date  was  November  2,  1734,  accord 
ing  to  the  new  style  calendar. 


Not  only  was  Boone  bora  in  Pennsyl vani a , but  he  lived  in  Berks  County  on  the 
then  Pennsylvania  frontier  for  the  first  sixteen  wears  of  his  life.  It  was  not  until 
1750  that  the  Boones  moved  to  North  Carolina,  The  boyhood  training  of  Boone  in  the 
art  of  woodcraft  and  living  under  frontier  conditions  was  a Pennsylvania  contribution 


to  his  experience, 
so  familiarly  with 


It  is  noteworthy  also  that  the  so-called  Kentucky  rifle  associated 
the  exploits  of  the  renowned  frontiersman  was  in  reality  a Pennsyl- 


vania rifle  and  that  the  use  of  it  was  begun  by  Daniel  on  the  Berks  Comity  homestead 


new  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth , 


The  site  of  the  birth  and  early  life  of  Daniel  Boone  was  acquired  recently 
by  the  Commonwealth  as  a result  of  legislation  approved  by  the  General  Assembly  in 
-937,  It  is  notv  in  the  process  of  development  as  a great  youth  center  and  s rim  . 

" distinguished  advisory  committee  is  assisting  the  Historical  Commission  in  planning 
the  future  development  of  the  property.  Judge  Paul  N.  Schaeffer  of  Reading,  Isaac 
Sutton  and  Edward  C,  Broome  of  Philadelphia,  Daniel  C.  Beard  of  New  York  are  among 
the  members  of  this  committee.  The  Commission  is  cooperating  closely  with  the 
National  Youth  Administration  in  the  planning  of  the  recreational  features  f the 
project.  It  was  felt  by  all  concerned  with  the  Boone  Homestead  development  that  the 
character  arid  ideals  of  the  great  American  pioneer  could  best  be  translated  into 
present  day  terms  through  the  use  of  the  property  as  a center  for  the  training  of  'rout h 


t 


Dedication  of  this  important  property  took  place  on  November  1,  as  ir.di 
earlier.  Walter  3,  Cowing  of  the  State  division  of  the  TTYA,  Karl  Borders,  execut 
assistant  to  the  ITA  in  Washington,  George  H.  Earle,  dr.,  sen  of  the  Governor  and 
young  Dan  Beard  were  among  those  who  spoke  at  the  exercises  presided  over  by  Fran 
V.  Melvin,  chairman  of  the  Historical  Commission.  Representatives  of  the  Boy  Sc: 
of  America,  the  Girl  Scouts  and  the  Campfire  Girls  quite  aptly  played  an  import an 
role  in  the  ceremonies.  Among  the  participating  agencies  which  helped  to  make  th 
program  a success  were  the  Pennsylvania  Alpine  Club,  the  Pennsylvania  Folklore 
Society,  the  General  State  Authority,  the  Berks  County  Historical  Society,  the 
Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of  America  and  the  Berks  County  Schools,  the  latter 
furnishing  young  collateral  descendants  of  the  great  Pathfinder,  from  among  the 
scholars . 
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EDITORIAL  NOTE 


In  the  interests  of  economy  and  due  to  the  pressure  of  work  in 
other  fields  of  activity,  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  no  further 
issue  of  PENNSYLVANIA  NOTES  during  the  present  biennium.  The  Historical 
Commission  expects  to  be  able  to  publish  its  Seventh  Report  within  the 
next  few  months  and  it  w'ill  present  a complete  picture  of  its  activities. 

An  amply  illustrated  booklet  describ ing ' in  pictures  and  brief  text  all  of 
the  important  properties  under  Commission  administration  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  printer  and  should  be  available  for  distribution  within  a few  weeks. 
In  addition  reprints  of  two  of  the  early  archaeological  publications  of  the 
Commission  have  been  approved.  Present  budget  allowances  also  promise  to 
permit  at  least  one  publication  from  the  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey 
on  the  history  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  A source  book  on  the  early 
history  of  the  region  containing  sketches  from  contemporary  journals, 
letters  and  similar ■ sources  for  the  period  of  Anglo-French  contest  for 
control  of  the  Ohio  Valley  is  in  preparation. 

These  publications  will  provide  the  mailing  list  with  a compre- 
hensive picture  of  Commission  activity  for  the  remainder  of  the  biennium. 

It  is  felt  that  those  who  receive  the  NOTES  would  prefer  to  have  the  fey 
dollars,  remaining  in  the  Commission  funds  expended  for  the  purposes 
mentioned.  It  is  also  obvious  that  the  labor  involved  in  preparing  and 
mailing  the  new  publications  will  occupy  the  full  time  of  the  staff. 

The  Commission  is  appreciative  of  the  fine  reception  accorded 
the  NOTES  in  rough  mimeographed  form.  Estimates  have  been  secured  for  a 
printed  bulletin  of  a similar  character.  It  is  hoped  that  next  autumn 
an  occasional  printed  bulletin  of  historical  information  concerned  with 
Commission  and  other  activities  of  the  varied  historical  organizations  of 
the  Commonwealth  may  be  made  available.  The  mailing  list  for  this  bulletin 
will  be  confined  to  those  wrho  have  indicated  an  interest  in  receiving  it. 

We  would  appreciate  hearing  from  those  who  might  desire  to  receive 
PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  NOTES  in  such  a form. 


COMISSION  ACTIVITIES 

The  Seventh  Commission  is  carrying  on  all  of  its  projects  and 
activities  without  interruption.  Governor  James  and  his  budget  officials 
have  indicated  their  interest  in  its  work  and  their  desire  that  Pennsylvania 
historical  work  be  carried  forward  without  stint  by  most  generous  concessions 
with  regard  to  possible  reductions  in  the  1937-1939  budget.  The  Governor’s 
budget  message  contained  allocations  for  the  Commission  which  indicate  a 
similar  purpose.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  forthcoming 
biennium  w'ill  be  rich  in  historical  work.  The  program  for  restoring 
historic  properties  continues  to  occupy  the  center  of  the  stage.  The 
initial  contracts  at  Pennsbury  are  completed  and  the  Commission  is  now' 
responsible  for  maintenance  and  is  providing  a caretaker.  Governor  Printz 
Park  is  likewise  a full  Commission  responsibility  * Further  important  work 
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at  Daniel  Boone  Homestead  awaits  further  allocations  of  funds,  though  the 
Advisory  Board  is  busy  with  sound  and  forward-looking  plans  for  its 
development  as  a youth  shrine.  The  Museum  Extension  of  the  WPA  at  Old 
Economy  is  making  rapid  progress  toward  organizing  the  rich  treasure  in 
Economy  relics  scattered  through  the  buildings. 

Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  .Survey 

' . - ; . . . : ) : f -K  • . • 

A. complete  reorganization  of  the  WpA  historical  and  archaeological 
research  project  of  the  Commission  known  as  the  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails 
Survey  and  operating  in  northwestern.  Pennsylvania  -with  headquarters  at  Erie 
in  the  Old  Customs  House  has1  been  accomplished  during  the  past.'  two,  months. 
While  its  work  has,  not  yet  been  as  fully  publicized  as  its  importance 
merited,  this  project  has  laid  the  foundations  during  the  past, year  for  a 
literal  rewriting  of  the  early  histo.ry  of  this  region.  It  promises  to 
accomplish  even  more  during  the  next  few  months.  ..  . 

- . l y ' 1 • • " . i . 

The  archaeological  phase  of  the  project  was  completed  last  autumn 
and  consisted  of  field  'work  on  several,  outstanding  sites  of  early  Indian 
occupation  of  the  region.  The  most  important  of  these  was  the  McFate  site 
et  Cochranton  a few  hundred  yards  off  the  main  highway,  Route_322.  Some  of 
the  most  important  evidence  yet  uncovered  as  to  the  life  and  customs  of  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania  was  revealed  here. 
•Indoors  the  work  of  writing  the  evidence  secured  into  scientific  reports 
and  popular  monographs  for  the  lay  reader  has  been  nearly  completed.  The 
restoration  of  the  hundreds  of  artifacts  recovered  during  the  excavations 
is  also  being , carried  forward.  Archaeological  investigation  of  the  site  of 
French  Fort  Le  B^euf  and  the  surveying,  of  the  Old  French  Trail  were  other 
field  operations  carried  on  by  the  Project. 

Historically,  the  project  has:  been  productive  of  most  remarkable 
results.  The  wo.rk  has  been  organized  carefully  and  scientifically  under 
the  direct  ion  .of . Mr . Donald  Kent , historian  of  the  project  and  Allegheny 
College  honor,  graduate  acting  on  leave  of  absence  from  the  Erie  schools.  A 
manual  of  research  worthy  of  a university  seminar  guides  every  operation  in 
the  transcription  of  material  and  the  taking  of  notes  from  scattered 
secondary  and  source  materials  relating  to  the  history  of  northwestern 
Pennsylvania.  Sub-units  are  operating  in  libraries  at  Meadville,  Warren  and 
Titusville.  Quantities  of  source  material  have  been  acquired  from  the 
Library  of  Congrens  and  similar  depositories  and  much  of  it  transcribed  in 
full.  Several  copies  will  be  available  and  it  is  expected  that  they  may  be 
deposited  in  key  libraries  of  the  state.  Careful  notes  on  thousands  of 
subjects  relating  to  the  history  of  this  section  from  the  date  of  the  French 
and  English  occupation  to  about  1820  have  been  copied  from  a multitude  of-  • 
sources  and  filed  , for  use.  in  later  writings.  Over  a hundred  of  the  .earliest 
known  maps  of  the  region  have  been  collected,  a majority  from  French, 

British  and  Canadian  archives.  - , • • . 
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Up  to  the  present  time  the  project  has  been  concerned  in  its 
historical  phase  with  the  mechanics  of  gathering  and  noting  material. 
Naturally,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  devote  attention  to  writing. 
However,  a unit  of  the  Federal  Writers*  Project  has  been  employed  for 
some  months  in  writing  chapters  on  the  history  of  the  English  drive 
for  control  of  the  region  and  the  final  expulsion  of  the  French,  Trans- 
lation of  material  from  the  French  Archives  is  not  yet  complete  and 
the  earlier  story  of  the  French  bid  for  power  from  Venango  to  Le  Eoeuf 
has  not  been  attempted.  Members  of  the  Survey  are  engaged  in  gathering 
material  for  a source  book  on  the  history  of  the  period  from  aboriginal 
times  to  the  expansion  of  settlement  and  economic  life  which  followed 
the  War  of  1812.  Letters  of  Colonel  Bouquet,  journals  and  notes  of 
British  and  French  agents  and  later  contemporary  documents  and  accounts 
will  be  presented  in  a carefully  selected  series  of  commentaries.  The 
volume  will  be  modelled  after  a similar  publication  recently  published 
by  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey.  There  will  be  no  over- 
lapping, however,  as  the  projected  volume  at  Erie  will  center  its  atten- 
tion upon  that  region  rather  than  upon  the  Pittsburgh  area.  The  two 
books  should  prove  a valuable  and  interesting  addition  to  the  literature 
of  Pennsylvania’s  western  history. 

An  interesting  series  of  sketches  on  various  phases  of  the 
history  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania  for  use  in  the  schools  of  the 
region  is  also  in  preparation.  A sample  sketch  has  been  prepared  and 
in  the  process  of  revision  with  especial  thought  to  its  school  use. 
School  heads  of  the  section  have  already  expressed  an  interest  in  this 
work  and  it  is  believed  that  they  will  cooperate  in  making  available 
much  of  the  valuable  data  accumulated  by  the  survey. 

A further  practical  result  of  the  project  thus  far  has  been 
the  accumulation  of  authentic  data  wThich  has  made  possible  reproduction 
by  the  Museum  Extension  of  the  WPA  of  authentic  scale  models  of  the 
French  and  English  forts  which  dotted  northwestern  Pennsylvania  during 
the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  These  models  have  been  pre- 
pared with  such  care  for  detail  that  they  present  in  graphic  form  to 
the  person  who  views  them  a picture  of  the  era  of  frontier  conquest  and 
attempted  conquest.  They  are  on  exhibition  at  the  Old  Customs  House. 

The  project  has  also  added  hundreds  of  objects  to  the  museum  collection 
of  the  Erie  County  Historical  Society,  which  has  so  graciously  provided 
the  project  with  headquarters. 

The  Survey  is  under  careful  supervision  of  the  Historical 
Commission.  Frequent  visits  to  Erie  by  the  Commission  anthropologist 
and  historian  keep  them  in  touch  with  the  work  and  their  advice  and 
supervision  has  been  constant.  Mr.  Ross  Pier  Wright,  commissioner  for 
the  northwestern  area  residing  in  Erie,  has  kept  in  daily  communication 
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with  the  project  heads  and  provided  invaluable  supervision  and  assistance 
in  meeting  a multitude  of  problems.  In  many  ways  the  project  may  be 
regarded  as  a model  of  WP. A usefulness  in  the  historical  and  archaeological 
fields.  The  sponsors  contribution  in  supplies  and  materials  furnished  by 
the  Historical  Commission  has  amounted  to  somewhat  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars  (.$1*0Q0,'00)  • The  WPA  has  expended  approximately  $75,000.00  in  labor. 
A more  profitable  investment  historically  and  archaeologically-  would  be 
difficult  to  discover.  All  individuals  interested  in  Pennsylvania  history 
who  may  happen  to  visit  Erie  are  cordially  invited  to  stop  at  the  Old 
Customs  House  and  see  the  project  in  operation. 


Maritime  Statistics  Survey 

• ' . * * 

Several  months  past  the  Commission  assumed  full  responsibility 
for  sponsoring  the  Maritime  Statistics  Survey  of  the  WPA  in  Philadelphia, 

The  project  is  of  great  interest  to  the  historians,  economists  and 
genealogists  of  the  state.  It  is  under  the  personal  supervision  of 
Chairman  Melvin  and  his  administrative  assistant,  Mr.  Joseph  Van  Horn.  The 
Philadelphia  Survey  is  concentrated  upon  the  inventorying,  transcribing  and 
indexing  of  the  Maritime  Records  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  during  the 
years  from  1780  to  1803  and  1865  to  1880*  T'"hen  one  considers  the  importance 
of  the  Port  to  the  entire  economic  development  of  the  United  States  during 
those  years,  the  value  of  this  project  t©  the  historians  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  nation  may  be  readily  recognized.  The  records  of  arrivals  and  clearances 
of  vessels  from  Philadelphia  between  1835  and  1880;  Port  Warden  Minutes  from 
1879  to  1889;  Alien  Declarations  of  Intention  and  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
many  records  of  the  Philadelphia  Courts  ere  also  within  the  scope  of  the 
project* s Interest. 

The  specific  objective  of  the  project  is  to  make  available  for 
historians,  genealogists  and  Other  social  scientists  the  vast  amount  of  data 
contained  in  these  formerly  more  or  less  inaccessible  records.  The  Maritime 
Record#  are  of  espeeial  importance  for  the  licht  which  they  shed  upon  the 
development  of  our  economic  life  and  institutions.  A iftore  accurate  history 
of  immigration  will  be  made  possible  thrO«gh  use  of  the  accumulated  material. 
Students  of  sobifil  history  will. find  much  of  value  in  the  Vital  Statistics 
and  Alien  Declarations* 

The  Survey  will  provide  quantities  Of  source  material  which  may  be 
eventually  published,  While  this  may  necessarily  be  delayed,  copies  of  the 
completed  work  will  be  deposited  In  the  State  Archives  at  Harrisburg,  th? 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  Library 
and  the  Erie  public  library.  Thus  there  will  be  male  available  immediately 
at  several  points  a mat  fund  of  historical  data  which  formerly  was 
concentrated  in  Philadelphia  and  extremely  inaccessible  through  lack  of 
proper  indexing  and  inventorying* 
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. • Historical  Legislation 

Robert  Fulton  Home  House  Bill  No.  588  sponsored  by  Representative  Norman 
Wood  of  Lancaster  County  provides  for  the  acquisition  by  the  Commonwealth 
and  administration  by  the  Commission  of  the  Robert  Fulton  Homestead  near 
Quarryville , Lancaster  County.  Fulton  is  so  important  a figure  in  the 
world  of  invention,  engineering  and  art  that  few  will  question  the  value 
of  the  proposed  bill.  Fulton  was  born  in  1765  and  next  year  therefore  will 
mark  the  175th  anniversary  of  that  event.  The  pioneering  of  Fulton  in  the 
development  of  steam  navigation  makes  this  native  Fennsylvani an  a figure  of 
world- importance . The  original  house  in  which  Fulton  was  born  is  still 
standing,  though  added  to  by  later  construction.  The  proposed  legislation 
calls  for  acquisition  and  maintenance.  It  is  hoped  that  ultimately  a 
restoration  of  the  original  house  might  be  accomplished.  The  bill  has  the 
united  support  of  historical  and  civic  clubs  in  Lancaster  county  and  deserves 
the  same  favor  from  historically  minded  groups  and  individuals  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

Daniel  Boone  Homestead  Bill  House  Bill  No.  625  provides  an  appropriation  of 
$20,000  for  use  in  the  development  of  the  proposed  youth  shrine  to  be  created 
on  this  property.  Without  this  fund  it  is  improbable  that  the  Homestead  can 
be  of  much  public  use.  The  bill  is  sponsored  by  Representative  Henry. 

Pennsbury  Manor  Improvements  and  Additions  Senate  Bill  No.  131  introduced  by 
Senator  James  of  Bucks  County  provides  an  appropriation  of  $110,000  for  the 
acquisition  of  forty  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  restored  Manor  and  the  ful 
improvement  and  development  of  the  entire  property  as  a recreational  spot 
appropriate  to  the  use  of  those  who  visit  this  historic  shrine.  The  improve- 
ment, planting  and  protection  of  the  water  front  on  the  Deleware  River  is  an 
especial  objective  of  this  appropriation.  It  v/ould  also  add  an  additional 
portion  of  the  original  manor  to  the  present  plot  and  make  possible  adequate 
landscaping  of  the  grounds  surrounding  the  restored  buildings. 


Snow  Hill 

Failure  of  the  Commonwealth  thus  far  to  acquire  the  Ephrata 
Cloisters  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  branch  of  the  Ephrata 
experiment  established  at  Snow  Hill  in  Franklin  County  in  1763.  It  is  in 
a state  of  perfect  preservation  and  while  the  buildings  do  not  have  all  the 
appeal  attached  to  those  at  Ephrata,  they  do  provide  a glimpse  of  the  semi- 
monastic life  of  the  inhabitants.  Snow  Hill  has  at  present  more  relics  of 
the  communal  religious  experiment  undertaken  by  Conrad  Beissel  and  his 
followers  than  are  available  at  Ephrata.  Not  the  least  among  its  treasures 
is  a collection  of  approximately  two  thousand  pieces  of  Ephrata  music  sent 
there  in  1777  to  avoid  confiscation  for  gun  wadding.  A lay  brother, 

Reverend  Pentz  still  survives  at  Snow  Hill.  There  are  indications  that  many 
of  the  relics  are  being  taken  from  the  property  at  present.  'What  would 
happen  to  it  after  the  death  of  its  surviving  owner  no  one  knows.  It 
appeared  at  one  time  that  escheat  proceedings  might  result  in  its  acquisition 
by  the  State.  Such  a movement  might  well  be  revived  before  it  is  too  late. 


PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETIES 


The  historical  societies  of  the  state  are  now  completing  another 
season  of  activity.  The  year  has  been  productive  of  an  amazing  amount  of 
new  life  and  energy  among  local  historians.  The  Pennsylvania  Federation  of 
Historical  Societies  held  its  annual  meeting  on  February  14  and  the  34th 
gathering  of  the  state-wide  group  was  well  attended.  Certifidates  were 
awarded  to  societies  noted  for  achievement  during  the  year.  Th'e  Historical 
Society  of  York  County  was  singled  out  for  its  opening  of  a new;  debt -free 
building  with  remarkable  facilities  for  historical  and  genealogical  research. 
The  Muncy  Historical  Society  and  that  for  Chester  County  were  also  mentioned 
as  having  been  distinguished  during  the  year.  A certificate  was  awarded  the. 
Historical  Society  of  Berks  County  in  recognition  of  its  contribution  to 
local  history  with  the  Historical  Review  of  Berks  County,  The  Ye stern  Penn- 
sylvania Hi stori cal  Magazine  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
won  commendation  as  the  outstanding  publication  of  a state  or  regional 
historical  society.  An  increase  of  eight  societies  in  the  membership  of  the 
Federation  was  another  indication  of  expanding  interest  in  historical  affairs.’ 

During  the  past  year  an  extraordinary  number  of  old  societies  have 
been  revived  or  reorganized  and  new;  societies  founded.  An  outburst  of 
interest  in  local  history  prior  to  the  World  War  produced  a considerable 
number  of  societies  which  later  declined  in  numbers  and  influence  and  in  many 
cases  passed  completely  from  active  existence.  In  every  section  of  the 
Commonwealth,  with  a spontaneity  which  indicates  the  sweep  of  the  rising 
interest  in  community  history,  this  condition  has  been  remedied  during  the 
past  year  or  more.  In  almost  every  case  the  new  society  show's  signs  of  . 
intelligent  and  aggressive  action  in  historical  matters.  Especially  encourag- 
ing has  been  the  number  of  younger  individuals  interested  in  these  matters. 

It  appears  that  local  history  in  Pennsylvania  is  no  longer  solely  a concern 
of  those  over  sixty.  Those  of  middle  age  and  even,  younger  are'  assuming 
positions  of  responsibility  in  the  new  and  reorganized  societies.  Another 
encouraging  sign  is  the  presence  of  increased  numbers  of  schoolmen.  In 
Potter  County,  County  Superintendent  Akely  is  head  of  the  society.  The  new 
leader  of  the  Monroe  County  historians  is  Doctor  Brovin,  head  of  the 
Stroudsburg  Schools.  Erie  County  has  selected  a supervising  principal  of 
one  of  its  high  schools  as  its  new  historical  society  president.  There  are 
many  other  instances  in  which  local  teachers  and  school  administrators  are  to 
be  observed  taking  an  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  local  historical 
society. 

The  new  organizations  are  scattered  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
indicating  the  wide  seeep  of  interest  in  local  history.  Lawrence  County 
organized  a vigorous  new  society  during  the  autumn  of  1938.  It  has  well  over 
one  hundred  members  and  promises  distinctive  accomplishment  in  the  future 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Charles  Young.  Mifflin  County  has  reorganized  its 
former  and  long  dormant  society  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Mr.  J.  Martin 
Stroup.  It  has  established  new  headquarters  in  the  Municipal  Building  at 
Lewi st own  and  had  a successful  season.  It  is  assuming  leadership  in  a sesqui- 
centennial  celebration  of  the  founding  of  the  county.  Centre  County  has 
reorganized  the  long  defunct  John  Blair  Society  with  a new  Centre  County  His- 
torical Society  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  George  Msek  of  Bellefonte.  The 
society  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  acquire  headquarters  in  a building 
bequeathed  for  the  purposes  of  a library  and  historical  building.  An  endowment 
for  the  support  of  the  project  places  the  society  in  a favorable  position  to 
accomplish  much  for  the  history  of  central  Pennsylvania.  McKean  and  Sullivan 
counties  have  likewise  experienced  a historical  rebirth  during  the  past  year  or 
more.  Warren  County  is  expected  to  perfect  a satisfactory  county  society  by 
the  autumn  months  of  1939.  There  is  no  escaping  the  conclusions  that  Pennsyl- 
vanias  rapidly  are  becoming  more  interested  in  their  local  history. 
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